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Some perſecuted Presbyterian Miniſters of the Goſp _ 4 ; Ll 

unto the Covenanted Reformation /.;” YU! 

| OF THE or WY 
CHURCH of SCOTLANWP 
And to the preſent expediencie of continuing . po c the Goh vet | 


in the Fields , and againſt the preſent 
leration in its nature and deſign , &c, 


Given in to the Miniſters at Edenburgh by Mr, JAMES RENWICK 
upon the 17, Janwaru 1688, 
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Hol. 2. 1. 2. 3. Say ye wnto your Brethren Ammi , and to your SifterfRubamah. Plead- 
with your Mother , plead : for rhe is not my Wife neither am 1 ber Hurband : Let hey © 
therefore put away her whoredoms out of her ſight , and her adulteries from between her 

s; Left I ftirp ber naked &c. 

Ifa. 58. 1. 2. Cry aloud ſpare not , lift up thy voice like a Trumpet , and thew my Peo- 
ple their transgreſions , and the Houſe of Jacob their fins. Yet they ſeek me daily and 
delight to know my ways , as a Nation that did righteouſneſ7 , and forſook not the ordi« 
nance of their God ; &c. : 

Lamen. 2. 14. Thy Prophets have ſtern vain and foolich things fr thee , and they have 

not Diſcovered thine iniquitie , to turn away thy captivity , but bave ſeen for thee falſe 
burthens , and cauſes of banishment. 

Jer. 6. 14. They have healed alſo the hurt of the Daughter of my People ſlightly , ſay- 
ing , peace , peace , when ther is no peace. 
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TO THE. 


Chriftian and Candid Reader , 


Uch is the i". unhappineſs of theſe times; wherein Judgment 

is turned away backward, and Juſtice ftandeth afar off, Truth is faten m 

the ſtrects and equity can not enter, yea Truth faileth , and he that depart- 

eth from evil maketh himſelf a prey, wheremt the Lord is diſpleaſed, 

when he ſees there is no man , and Wonders there is noInterceffor ; That, 

aow when the Caſe of Confeſſion is very clear and clamant, to aim at-thefe 
indifpenfible and ever heretofore indiſputable duties ,” of pleading fir "Truth , ſith- 
ing the Truth , being valiant forit , fanding in the Gap to turn _ Peading 
with our Mother to put away her whore , allways called inſach aCaſe, 
is flouted at with diſdain and exploded with indignation, as a ridiculous imperti- 
aency. And ſodeclaredly are theſe duties declined , and ſo induftrionfly are theſe 
declentions daubed, that the common diale@ uſed and known among the Con- 
feſlors of Chriſt is inverted, & the very name and notion of rheſt things profefſedty 
perverted, under the interchanged deſignation of mer es extreames : When 
now Tyranny paſſes nnder the name of Authority, arbitrary «h/olutneſ7 under 
the notion of Magiſtratical prerogative; Complyance with miſchiets, framed in- 
to Laws by a Thron of inquity, goes for Zoyaltie; Acceptance of a Popish,, Re- 
ligion-undermining , Reformation-overturning , jy ony Apaidery, © Law-ſubver- 
tng, Truth-enſlaving Toleration, improving a Liberty to preach the G - fin- 
full and shameful ſilence and unfaithfulneſs , paffirig over the indignites dane 
anto Chriſt, His Cauſe and Covenants broken, barnt, andburied., and encro- 
achments made upon His Kingly pyfogatives, and Kingdoms Liberties, with- 
aut a witneſs, is counted warry and witty prudence; ftupid indifferency in the 
Lords matters, preferring their oun things to His, poſponing His precious 1n- 
tereſt, to preſent eaſe, and ſelling Truth to purchaſe an unhallowed peace from 
and with Ghrifts Enemies, is called and encouraged as moderation : On the other 
hand , To ftand faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us free , that's taken 
or licenciouſneſs ; To maintain Religion with human Liberty, that is Rebellion ; 
o ſtand at a diſtance from and withſtand theſe Land-defiling and deſtroying 
fins, that is faBion; To abftraQt and abſtain from all accefſion to laying sCor- 
federacy to all to <uhom the People ſay a Conftderacy, for fear of the Lord , leſt the 
benefice of His ſanQuuary be forfeited , that is /cb;/ne and ſinfull ſeperation ; To give 
every thing its owne name, in plainneſs and Goſpel fimplicity, thats reproach- 
ful railery, and pitiful ſillineſs ; faithfulneſs , thats folly ; zeal , thats aildneſs ; 
Tenderneſs of Conſcience, thats ſuperſtitious and prepoſterous ,/erupuloſity ; aTe- 
ſtimony can no ſooner be named, then it is ſuſpected of Giddinels, hot headed- 
peſs, and _—_ huffed and puffed at , caſt away and laid by , as an Ignorant, im- 
pertinent , inſignificant ridicule. Under ſuch diftempers and prejudices , it muſt 
needs be very difficult & diſcouraging to FA. for the precious TRIED 
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of Chriſt; eſpecially for the hutited hiden ones, inceſſantly chaſed, continually 
purſued indefati ly 
and reproach of all;-and Labquenig under ſuch diſadvantages , that the ſenſe of 
their oune incapacity to cexhibit-it , with any ſuitablneſg to the matter and mo- 
ment of it, the want of the concurrence of thoſe that are better acecomplished 
for it, little hope of the countenance of theſe that do not concurr, of acceptance 
with thoſe that do not give their countenance}, or of acceſs to communicat it to 
thoſe that do not accept it ( without expofing themſelves to manifeſt Hazard ) 
- or of getting their help to publish it, to whom they dar not freely communicat 
it, can not but demur, dauntand diſcourage roms rack any ſuch eſlay. The 
fellowing Teſtimony was attended with thoſe diſadvantages ; which contrary 
to the intention of the Authors, did both retard the publishing of it in the man- 
ner firſt reſolved, and precipitate the printing of it in the preſent exigence. For 
it was firſt intended to have been given in roſome ſolemn Meeting of Presbyte- 
rian Miniſters whe preach under the -preſent Toleration, that by them it might 
be communicated to whom they pleaſed, and _ Cognoſced upon, and 
thoughts of it returned. But ſuch meetings being hid from us, and hardly ac- 
ceſs to perſons in our Circumſtances, the principle Author a faithfull Miniſter 
and now Glorifie& Matyr of Chriſt, Mr. Fames Renwick ( now above the reach 
of rage and reproach, and Crowned with victory over fin and ſorrow , pride 
of men & ſtriſe of tongues, with which for his'maſters ſake he had a continual 
confli& untill he overcame by the blood of the Lamb and the word of his Te- 
ſtimony , not loving his liſe unto the fleath , by which alſo he ſealed this pre- 
ſent Teſtimony ) with the conſent of others concurring, thought it expedient 
to ſlip no time, but take the firſt & the fitteſt opportunity of ſpreading it among 
them in ſuch away as might be leaſt oftencive. And accordingly , haiteningto- 
wards the time of his appoynted diſſolution, a htle betore his being taken, he 
delivered it upon the 17.day of Januarii as it were his dying Teſtimony into the 
hands of a Reverend& learned Miniſter , whom he ſuppoſed to bethe Moderator 
_ of the meeting af Edinburgh: who, not knowing him ( for if he had its like his 
knoun Loyaltie, and reſpe& to the Councils ſentence of Intercommuning , would 
have tnade him more reſerved; as he shewed himſelf atterward', when one of 
the Informatorie Vindications , was offered to him , which he ſuperciliouſly refuſed) 
at that time, recieved it very courteouſly, and promiſed to conſider & communi- 
cate it to his Brethren. Which for ſome time was expetted, in the hope that 
either he or ſome other, should have had ſo much regard to. the importance 
of the matter of it about which it treats , or reſpe& to him, who ſer to his 
dying ſeal to it, or tenderneſs to our. Souls, who adhere to if they think us 
in an error., or Zeal for the Covenanted Cauſe , if they think that thereby 
wronged, as to ſignify their ſentiments of it, in approving what is right, and 
diſapproving what is wrong in it. Yet in ſtead of this, after it hath been much 
ſpoken of and inquired after, by occaſion of its being confirmed by a Martyrs 
eſtimony , it hath been not only ſmothered and imbezilled , but when ſought 
for, repreſented as inſignificant, impertinent non-ſenſe, not worthie of their 
Cognizance. Which indeed is the eaſieſt way , and $hortelt cutt to anſwer 
all things: And perhaps it were nbt worth the while, to vindicate the weakneſs 
of ſome of our hands in it from ſome ſuch Charge. But ſuppoſe it were, the 


matter of it (th weakly managed ) is of forme conſideration. CCI 
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perſecuted by the rage oft enemies , contempt of friends ,: 
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againſt the Addreſſers for, Accepters of, and all that have any intereſt in, or 
acceſſion to this Toleration; with refleftions upon the Granters deſign, and the 
Receivers ſin : Surely if they have Loyalty tor the Granter , and love to the 
benefite Granted , ayd peace in improving it , they muſt Juſtify it ; and how 
ever it is incumbent to watchmen to shew whether it be fin or duty to theſe 
that challenge and Alledge 1it'to be fin. Itisa Teſtimony for the Covenants, now 
interdicted to be ouned; which all Presbyterians muſt Avouch, or elſe their Ad» 
herencethereunto will be ſuſpeEted. Itis a Teſtimony for the preſent expedienc 
of Field meetings , not long agoe Generaly approven of Presbyterian Miniſters , 
even of them whonow condemn them in the ſame Circumſtances, wherein they 
themſelves maintained them; It is worthie of ſome Cognizance either to purge” 
themſelves of unitedfaſtaeſs, or impute to them folly who charge it, and to tel] 
whether it be fin or duty, when People are daylic brought to ſuffering upon this 
head. What if it have no fignificancy, hath it no ſignification ? Or cannot theſe 
Matters of ſenſe & learnihg underſtand the ſcope of that which Conftience ſpeaks, 
& it concerns theirs to hear, th6 it do not obſerve the rules of Grammer : at 
if it be folly ? Yet they knew not, but the Caſe may be ſuch as makes the anſwer 
expedient , /eft we be ariſe in our oun conceit , When they do not diſcover ourfolly : Or 
Shall we allow our ſelves to think, they care not what concetts or deceits we run 
upon ? But we rather conjecture, the other caſe of Anſwering folly, that the Wiſe- 
man determines in the negative , doth more bind our Brethren, that is, they will 
not anſwer , /eft they be like unto us: for either they may fear to diſcover ſome folly 
too, & then they will be hke unto us; orelſe, by breaking ſilence ; and the boun- 
daries preſcribed in the Terms wherein they are Tolerated, they may break the 
Toleration , loſs their patrons proteCtion , and then they will be like unto us. And 
there is ſome reaſon to think this Policy preponderates with them, which indeed 
as thy are Circumſtantiated may conciliate pity : For, if they anſwer, without dt- 
ſcovering the Conſtantly aſſerted principls of Presbyterians , concerning Tolera- 
tions of or from Papilſts , & ouning the Obligation of the Covenants, &c. All will 
ſuſpe& them either of prevarication or palpable defection; If they do diſcover them, 
they will forfeit the fancied benefite of the pretended favour. But we would have 
them alſo to conſider, that if they be altogether ſilent at ſuch a time, tho their 
known learning and ſenſe will abſolve them trom inability toanſwer it, yet their 
diſdain of our 1gnorance, will not clear them of the Cenſure of unfaithfulneſs. 
And let not their fear of Papiſts & Malignants, it they do ſpeak , make them al- 
together miſregard our conſtantly reſolved Teſtifying againſt them, if thgy do not 
ſpeak , inſignificant & impertinent as it is. However the preſent induſtry to cover 
& ſmother it, together with the inconvenience of incorrect Copies, & the mocks 
& jears, wherwith they are intertained , do provoke us to make 1t more publick , & 
to take this way of publishing it ; that impartial unprejudiced Readers, may ſee with 
their oun eyes, & atleaſt be invited & incited to ſearch & try , whether the courſe 
here teſtified againſt, be to be approved or reproved, & — whether to be- 
countenanced or diſcountenanced : And what light they obtain by ſearching the 
Scriptures, whether theſe things be ſo, it is deſired they may aſcribe all the praiſe of 
it, tothe Father of Lights, & got aſtrict all the profit of it to their oun breaſts, but 
impart it alſo to others; & not ith hold it from thoſe , who oune this Teſtimony, 
who deſire nothing more than to be friendly admonished of any wrong m their way, 
that being convinced thereof, they may confeſs & forſake it, and to do to others 
whatſoever thy would that men should do - them. Fare wel. T_— 
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TESTIMONY, 


Some perſecuted Presbyterian Minifters of the Goſpel , unto the 
Reformation of the Church of Scotland , namely to the per- 
petual obligation of the National Covenant , and ſolemn League 
and Covenant , and to the prefent expediencie of conti- 
nuig to preach the Goſpel in the interdifted Meetings in 
the Fields : And againſt this Antichriſtian T oleration , in 
is nature and deſign , tending to bury all theſe in oblivion, 
lately obtruded upon , and accepted by the body of this Na- 
tron ; given in to the Mimiſters at Edenburgh , by Mr. 
James Renwick. 17. Fan. 1688. / 


wi T was ever reckoned the 
£4 renown of the Church of 
& Scotlandytho now brought 

& very low, and like to be 
7" loſt as a prey in the Dra- 
'gons mouth,fhat Chriſts conqueſt of that 
Lond which the Roman Legions while 
heatheflish con!d not ſubdue, among the 
firſt fruits of the Gentiles. And when 
overcome and long overrun by Roman 
"Locuſts when Antichriſtian , his Glo- 
rious outſtretched Arm did emancipate 
and redeem his Inheritance from the 
bondage of Antichritt unto ſuch a Pitch 
of Retormation in Do&trine , Wor- 
Ship, Diſcipline and Government, that 
it becam a Patteru to other Churches, 
and had this prerogative above them 
all, thatat once and from the begining, 
noting was left unremoved or uunre- 
formed that ever flowed trom the man 


- 
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of fin - Andevery part of the Reforma- 
tion was regulated by the meaſuring ' 
line of the SanQuary , the Word of 
God; And not only eſtablished by righte- 
ous and laudable Laws ratifying the 
ſame with the San&tion of the penal 
Statuts againſt the enemies thereof, but 
confirmed with ſtricteſt Engagements 
to preſerve and promote it, 1 the Na- 
tional and folemn League and Cove- 
nants , whereby Scotland became the 
Inheritance of the Prince of the Kings 
of the Earth bymanifold and undoubted 
Rights , by his Fathers Grant , by his oun 
Purchaſe ; and by our ſolemn Surren- 
ger & Dedition by Covenant : Whereof 
ever ſince hetook Infeftment, he hath 
continued his poſſeſſion, 'and maintazn- 
ed his Title by the Teſtimonies of his 
Witneſles againſt all 'Invaſions there- 
upon, through all the periods of this * 

Church 


Charch which alſo hath ever been re- 
pute the Glory of this Reformed and 
Covenanted Church, that nothing was 
ever attempted againſt any part of her 
Reformation, but was faithfully wit- 
neſſed againſt by Miniſters and Profeſ- 
fors , from time to time : Eſpecially 
from its firſt eftablichment, and aboli- 
tion of Popery , no eflay could ever be 
made to introduce}, or procure the To- 
leration of any of its ſuperſtitions fop- 
peries, but the Zeal of the Lords wit- 
neſles was found to flame againft it, 
with a. pecularity of feryor. It was ne- 
ver known in Scotland, before this laſt 
fatal Degeneration that ever a fayour 
could be obtained to Papiſts to prattiſe 
their tdolatries, without a reſolute Pro- 
teſtation againſt it , much lefs was it ever 
heard that the open Profefion of it, 
Should not only be allowed without 
control , but applauded. in the congra- 
tulatory Addretlcs of ſome called Fro- 
teſtants and Presbyterians, for a Tole- 
ration Declaredly Defigned to intro- 
duce it. The Addrefles of Proteſtants 
on ſuch an occaſion uſed to ran .in an 
other ſtram. There is one dated Maij 
27. 1561. preſented -to the Council. 
» Shewing that honeſty craved them, 
,, and Conſcience moved them to make 
., the fecrets of their hearts patent, 
,» Which was, that before eyer theſe T 'y- 
,, ants and Dumb Dogs empire over 
, them, they were fully determined to 
, hazard life, and whatſoever they had 
,zreceived of God ip temporal things : 
,, And that theſe enemies of God might 
,, aſſure themfelves , that if the Coun- 
,y Cil put not order to them they 
,, Should shortly take ſuch order that 
,, they Shall neither be able to dv 
,, what they lift, neither yer live upon 
,, the ſwear of the browes of ſuch as are 
,, no debtors to them. Nor were ever 
wanting in their warnings and witneſ- 
ſmgs againſt the leaſt remiſsneſs in Zeal 
agaialt Papiſts, or any tendencic towards 
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favouring then: As when the miſchie- 
yous Mary the Daughter of the degra 
ded Queen returning from France , ſet 
up the Maſs but in her oun family, the 
Godly at that time gave plainſignifica- 
tion that they could not abide, thatthe 
Land which God by his power had pur- 
4 from Idolatry should-in their _ 
polluted again , andthat Idol be tut 
fered again to take place inthis Realm. 
And a lamation being then emit» 
ted to protect the Queens Domeſtick 
Servants that were PFapiſts, fhere was 
not wanting a peremptoty Proteſtation 
againſt it. That if any of her Servants 
Shatt commit idolatry, fay Mafs, par- 
Rticipate therewith or take the defence 
thereof, in that cafe this Proclaimation 
Should not be extended to them, nor 
be a ſafeguard to them in that behalf, 
Ano more than if they commit murder. 
Bur that it may be lawful to inflict upon 
them the pains contained in Gods Word 
againſt Koimes, wherever they might 
be apprehended without favour. p 
Knox had fuch an impreflion of the 
danger of fach a Toleration, that he 
counted it a Joyning hands with Ido- 
tatry. And declared that one . Maſs 
was more fearfal to him, than if tery 
thoufand armed Enemies were Lan- 
ded of purpoſe to fuppreſs the whole 
Religion , for, ſaid he , in our God 
there is ſtrength to refift and confound 
Multitudes, if we unteignedly depend 
upon-'him; But when we joyne hands 
with Idolatry, it is nodoubt, but both 
Gods amiable preſence, and comfort- 
able defence will leave us, and what 
Shall then become of us? Therefore in 
the reign of A. James VI. a__ the diſco- 
very of the Plots of the Popish Lords 
confpiring with the King of Spain, 
who yet tavoured by the Kings Indul- 
gence ,. it was reſolutely declared by 
Mr. Davidſon that it favoured much of 
defeQtion in thoſe dayes, that ſuchno- 
torious Rebells to God , and the Coun» 
try 


' a door Should not be opened to Gods 
enemies. And when a Convention in 
Falkland was conſulting to call home 
theſe conſpiring Traitors , Mr. « Andrew 
Melvin thought it his duty to go thither 
uncalled , and when rebuked by the 
King for his boldneſs, took the confi- 
dence to charge him and the Eſtates in 
the Name of Chriſt and his Church, 
not to favour Chriſts Enemies whom 
he hateth, nor go about to make Citi- 
zens of theſe who have traterouſly 
ſought to betray their City and Native 
Country , with the overthrow of Chrilſts 
Kingdom. And to challenge them with 


Treafon againſt Chriſt , his Church # 


and the Country in that purpoſe they 
were about. Afterwards when the Co- 
yenanted Reformation was upon the 
aſcendant and meeting with multifarous 
aſlaults from all hands, how impartial 
and uniforme the witneſs of the Faith- 
ful was againit the Toleration of per- 
nicious errors , the warnings & Teſti- 
monies of the General Aflemblies do 
evidence beyond contradiction. And 
after the invation of the Sectaries, the 
Teſtimony of. ſundry Miniſters of the 
Goſpel in the Provinces of Perth and 
Fife againſt their vaſt Toleration 1s yet 
in the hands, and recent in the hearts 
of theſe that deſire to retain former 
principles : Beſides the many writtings 
of Truths Champions againſt it, which 
are yet on record. This hath been the 
conſtant tenor of the Teſtimonies of 
the witnelſles of Chriſt, ever before this 
woful & wretched Cataſtrophe , which 
puts an indelible infamy on the Sham- 
tul ſecuritic , & aſ-like ſtupiditie of 
this generation ; That having received 
ſuch an excellent Teſtimony , depoſit- 
ed & transmitred to us through a con- 
tinued tract of witneflings & wreltlings 
of our worthy Anceſtors , pow to let 1t 
flip & flide through our feeble fingers. 
VWhereby as we have forteited the ho- 


(8) 
try should be ſo treated with ; and that nour of being eſteemed the vff-ſpring 


'of the Reformation , will diſdain 


of ſuch Heroes ( while we not only 
ſuffer & conſent to, but congratulate 
& applaude the Introduction & Eſta- 
blischment, at leaſt da, embrace & cloſe 
with that which is intreduttive of Ido- 
latry & Tyrannie, Poperie & the Sla- 
very ;> they built with ſo- great expenſe) 
ſo we may fear the curie of poſterity 
for interrupting the propagation of ſo 
excellent a Teſtimony to ſucceeding 
generations, who when they $hall read 
the flattering & fauning Addrefles of 
this age to, & of their 1o haſty & hun- 
gry embracements of enſnaring & de- 
{tructive favours , from ' an Antichri- 
ſtian Tyrant, ſo palpably deſigned for, 
& ſo properly & natively tending to- 
wards the undermining & overturnin 


diſoune ſuch for their Fathers , with 
indignation at their memory , for ſuch 
dishunourable» & daſtardly yeeldungs. 
0 let it not be told in Gath, nor publiched 
in the fireets of <Aſrkelon , that the Mini- 
ſters are ſo tar degenerate. Alas all 
that hear of it will hiſs at them for this, 
that as they had been ſilent & omitted 
a ſeaſonable, Teſtimony againſt abjured 
Prelacy , & blasphemous Supremacy , 
when theſe were introduced; So now 
alſo even when this Myſterie & Con- 
ſpiracy of Popery & Thy twiſted 
together in the preſent deſign of An- 
tichriſt, had made ſo great a progreſs, 
& was evidently brought above bourd : 
90 except what was endeavoured in a 
Proteſtation emitted at Sanquhair Maij 
28. 1685. ( Which here we homelo- | 
gate) the Generality were left to forego 
this opportunity of a Teſtimony alſo, 
to the reproach, of the ſometimes Re- 
nowned Church of Scotland. Yea the 
very rabble may ariſe in Judgement 
againſt them in that they teltified their 
deteſtation of the firſt erection of the 
Idolatrous Maſs ; & ſome of the Soul- 
diery , and ſuch as had no o—_ | 
(® 
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( 
of Religion-, ſuffered unto death fo 


ſpeakin inſt Popery,, & the deſign 
of the - while the Miniſters were 
ſilent : And ſome of the Curats , & 
Members of the late Parliament , made 
ſome {tickling againſt Papiſts , while 
Presbyterians, from whom might have 
been expected greater oppoſition , were 
ſleeping in a profound ſubmiſſion. 
.Wherefore th0 we be very inſignifi- 
cant nothings, & therefore both 1nca- 
pable & unworthy to aim at ſupplying 
this vacancy ofa I eſtimony , & dare not 
aſpire unto the preſumption of think- 
ing. to fulfill it, with any proportion 
to the moment & merit of the matter 
of this clamant Caſe of Confeſſion; 
Yet conſidering the weight & worth, 
profite, & price of thoſe I ruths, now 
committed to us to Teſtitie & ſuffer 
for, our indiſputable duty as Miniſters 
& Members of this Church ; The in- 
diſpenfible obligation of our Holy Co- 
venants; The eminent dangers immi- 
* Nent on the Land, apparently incluQ- 
able, if not prevented hy giving & tak- 
ing timeous warning : We cannot, 
mult not, dare not forbear to offer our 
Mite of a Teſtimony, for the preſent 
precious Word of our Lords patience, 
and the Covenanted Reformatian of 
Scotland, in Doctrine, Worship , Di- 
ſcipline, & Government ; & againſt all 
the Injuries , infolent Indignities , & 
audacious encroachments, done unto, 
& made upon the ſame, by which God 
is highly dishonoured, the Throne of 
his Glory aftronted , the Kingdom of 
his Son undermined , & many Souls 
dreadfully involved in the guilt of this 
Confederacy againſt him. And ſo much 
the more confidence we have , & ne- 
ccflity we find, to prompt to this un- 
dertaking, that both this duty is aban- 
doned by others, & impoſed upon us 
by reaſon of the ſtill continuing and 
growing perſecution inceſſantly purſu- 
ing us , without relenting , notwith- 
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) | 
” landing others are - flattered with pre- 


tences of clemency , & tenderneſs to 

Conſcience, which 1s both encourag- 

ing & engaging to us to maintain. this 

Teſtimony for which we ſuffer , & be- 

ing ſo ſequeſtred from others , & ſe- 

arate ( we ſay, notfrom the benefite, 
ut) from the ſnare & curſe of this 

Toleration- by the late Proclamations 
againſt us, we take the more boldneſs, 
& have the more advantage to ſpeak 
our minds, that what we lay, as it Is 
not by communication with others, fo 
it cannot endanger any but our ſelves. 
And for what danger, we may beex- 
poſed to upon this ſo honourable ac- 
count , We are not careful in this 
matter: Our God is able to deliver us 
from the. burning fiery furnace , & if 
not, we think it rather a matter fo be 
ambitious of ,” than of Shame or fear, 
to be endangered there upon. 

.. The .preſent Invader of the R 
wer , in his Proclamation of the 
wentieth of Feberwarii laſt paſt 1687. 

hath-by his Soveraign Authority , prero- 

gative Royal, & abſolute power, which 
he requires all his SubjeQs tc obey with- 
out reſerve, granted a T oleration to Pa- 


piſts,to Quakers,& to Moderate Presby- 


terians ,' under certain conditions , re- 
ſtrictions & Limitations.” In Which 
Proclamation the Moderate Presbyte- 
riansare Toleratc only to meet in their 
| nk houſes , & only to hear. ſuch 
liniſters as accept ot this oe 
& none other ( whereby all adhering 
to. old Presbyterian, principles & Pro- 
teltations againſt ſuch a vait T'oleration 
are excluded , & ſuch admitted to be 
heard who have receded trom them ) 
who are thereby obliged to fay or do 
nothiug contrary to the peace of his 
reign, ſeditious, or treaſonable, under 
the higheſt pains theſe crimes will im- 
port, (& corffequently mult not declare 
that part of the Countel of God, which 
cencerns his Antichrittian enemics out 
B conſent 


— 
rn enemy 


conſent thatfaithfalnefs to Chriſt be re- 
puted a Crime) nor are they to pre- 
ſame to. build Meeting-houſes, or to 
uſe out-houſes or barnes- ( but content 
themſelves with the confinements, 
whereunto , they are reſtricted in preach- 
ing the Goipel ) In the mean time all 
Preachers , Afﬀiſters & Connivers at 
Field Meetings are to be perſecuted ac- 
cording to the utmoſt ſeverity of the 
Laws made againſt them. Neverthe- 
leſs all Laws or AQas of Parliament, 
Cuftoms or Conftitutions, made or 
executed againſt any of the Popish way, 


are ft ed & diſabled ( and 
conſequently all the al Eftablish- 
ments of the Proteſtant Religion are 


unhinged ) fo that they $hall be in all 
reſpects as free , as any Proteſtants 
whatſoever, not only to exercife their 
Retigion, but'to enjoy all Offices, Be- 
nefices, &c. Which he $hall think fit 
to beſtow upon them in all time com- 
mg whadhy fo nay tin any Popitsh 
Prieſt , m any Paroch Church , when he 
pleaſes ) wherein alſo he claims a power 
of vacuating & annulling heretable 
rights (& by that ſame power may invade 
mens heretable properties, when he 15 
pleaſed ſo to exert his Abfolutneſs )- & 
of cafſing & diſcharging all - former 
Oaths :. And in place of all, ſubſtitating 
' 2 new one, wheremhe requiresall his 
{abjeRs or ſuch of them, as he or his 
Council $hall pleaſe, to ſwear that they 
acknowledge him to be rightful King 
& Supreme Governour of the three 


+ Realms, & over all Perfons therein.. 


(Not over all Cauſes , for the Eccle- 
Haſtical Supremacy is reſtored to An- 
tichriſt from whom it was borrowed , 
& for which there is no uſe at preſent, 
Abſolute power may do the turn as 
well as this) that they hold it unlaw- 
ful for ſabjeAs on any pgpetence , ot 
for any cauſe whatfoever (even th6 
he shonld command his Popish, Jani- 
*aries tomaſficre all Proteſtants , which 
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) 
is the tendes mercy & burning fervent 
_ of Papilſts-) 'to rife in' armes 

mſt him , & that they shall never 
practiſe, or afſift the PraQifers of the 
ſame; & that they $hall never reſiſt his 
power -, nor oppoſe his Aathority 'to 
his perſon (which is the Compend of 
all the former Oaths,, & further com- 
prehends an Engagement to juſtify all- 
his perſonal Adminiſtrations , th6 never 
ſo outragions as Acts of Lawfil Au- 
thority ) but upon the other handshall 
to the utmoſt of their-power, defend 
& maintain him his heirs & Succeſſors, 
in the-exerciſe of their abſolute power 
& Authority againſt all deadly ( where 
they are to engage not only to ount 
his power, paramouut & tranſtendent 
to all: Law divine & humane, & to 
mancipate their Religion & reaſon with 
all their Religious & civil Liberties, 
to the Luftful rage , & anbridled will 
of a Tyratit ; Bur if he Should ere& 
the formal-& -dire& worship of Devils, 
& bring all their necks under the bow- 
ſtring, they mult neither reffſt it, nor 
contradict it, but upon the other han{ 
aively concur with him , in doing all 
his will to the greateſt. exccfs-of ryot; 
And muftbecome execntioners of their 
Fathers Mothers, Wrves & Children, 
if it shall pleafe him ro put forth his 
abſolme power 'int that exercife ; For 
herein he claims & hereby 1s given a 
power to command what he will, & 
obliging Subjes to obey whatſoever 
he will command, to obey abſolutely 
without referve , without reſerve of 
Conſcience, Religion , Honour, Ho- 
neſty, or Reaſon : Which proclaims 
him in whoſe name the. Proclamation 
is emitted, the greateſt Tyranitthat evet 
lived in the World , far ſirmounting 
all the luſt ,. impudence, & infolence 
of any Roman , Sicitian , Turkish, 
Tartarian, or Indian Tyrant , that ever 
trampled npon the Liberties of mankind. 

But finding this Proclamation was 
not> 


w&ll,approven., be 
6 odiautneſs of this Oath; There- 
tarc to mend. the matter in.a Lettet to 
the Council (dated March 31. 1657. 


the ſupreme a preſent) he grant- 
cd. to. all that Should defire on theſe 
rexms,, the benefize, of the ſaid Indul- 
nce,, withous, being obliged to.take 
Oath, during, his pleaſure only, or 
ſalongasthe Council Should find them. 
behave themſelves regularly and peace- 
ably without giving cauſe. of offence 
to. him,, ar any in Authoxity, or truſt 
under; him. By which none, ofthe for- 
mer, reftriftions: are taken away ( the 
Qath, only, excepted): but further, ex- 
plained, that they sball nog oply ſay or 
do nothing , contrary to- the peace. of 
his reign, ſeditiqus or treaſanable , but 
that they behave themſelves regular! 
&. peaccably , without giving any cauſe 
of offence to him, which apmpacbends 
lefer offences than fedition or Treaſon, 
even: every thing that will diſpleaſe a 
- Ereant , & a.Papiſt ,, that is all faith- 
falnes in ſcaſonable duties or Teſti- 
Tmanies., Byt taking ta his conſidera» 
tian. that ſame. may eaſily put. ſuch in- 
terpretatians upan: bis forefaid Procla- 
mation, as may diſcoyer his. drift &. de- 
ſign; And left his, different procedure 
i, this. project with England & Scotland: 
Should make his pretences to conſcience 
ſuſpe& of Treachery ; - Therefore. he 
hath fallen upon a; more plauſible way 
& given forth a more- ſaa@qth Pracla- 
mation , of the date-the, TI'wentieth 
eight of June the ſame year,, ſuper- 
firucted upon the former , us which are. 
further explications, but no taking off 
of farmer re(trictions ( except the Oath ) 
feeng he. further. declares ,. that by: the 
fame. Soverajign Authority ,;Prexoga- 
we: Royal & abſolute power. he 1uſ- 
pends ſtops & diſables all-penal. Laws. 
And. to, the end. that. by. the. mk rty, 
thereby granted ,_ the: peace & ſecurity 
of his Government. in the practicethere: 
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becauſe of the pal- 


) 

of, may nat be endangered (that: is, 
that his T'yranny may be ſecured-anthe: 
peaceable Pofleſſion of all his. En- 
croachments upon our Religion , Laws 
& Liberties, 1n the practice of this'T o- 
leration ) he gives his ſubjeQs leave to 
meet & ſerve Gad aſter their oun way: 
&, manner ( every way which is. their, 
oun,, & according to their model, if. 
it be not in Chrilts way ) in private 
Houſes , Chappels , or hired places, 
fo that, they. take care that nothing be 
preached. or, taught ,, which may any: 
way tend. to. alienate the, hearts of the 
People fram him of his Government, 
( & conſequently. no faithful warning, 
mult be given of the fins., duties ar 
dangers. of theſe times, or. Teſtimony 
againſt the: wickedneſs of this Tolerar 
tion, Or the wickednefs of the Tole- 
rator ,, by any that accept it,, for theſe, 
would be mterpreted. to have atendzency! 


. to alienate from the Government) & 


that. their Meetings be peaceably held. 
( fuitably to this. — condele- 
racy with, Antichriſt wha bere requires, 
of va who pc re beef of the, 
prelent truce with hun, & binding to 
the good, behavidur,) & pblickly all 
perſans freely admitted to them, (which 
is for the Informing trade, that Jeſuites, 
flies, may. have acceſs. to obſerve and. 
delate how the Inſtructions are kept ) 
&- that they ſignify, to ſome of the next 
privie Counciltors. Sherifs,, &c. | 
places are- ſet a. part. for the uſes, with: 
the names of the Preachers ( whereby 
they are reſtricted. to the terms of, a 
formal bargain , & muſt have their lcaſe 
& licence for every place of preaching, 
& no perſons are admitted, but ſach 
as, give. up their names excluding here- 
by all-that, fqr any meaſure of faithful- 
neſs; in duty. are obnoxious to «their, 
wicked Laws) inthe mean time Field 
Meetings. are. ſtriftly prohibited .,. & all 
Laws & Addy. of. Parliament are leftia 
tu}l farce 6, vigor againſ.them ; for 
"WA ; which. 
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which now he fſayes after this favour, among them, which may any way tend* 
— the hopes , & equalling the toalienate the hearts of the People from 
very wishes of the moſt Zealouſly con- , this abſolute & incontrollable Monarch' 
cerned, there is no shadow of excuſe or his Government, & that their Meet- 
left (which may holdto true of ſome, ings be | ang openly, & publickly 
* who by this acceptance diſcover, their held, & all perſons freely admitted to- 
hopes & wishes, & Zeal to be termj= them ; 'And that they do ſignify and 
nate upon peace rather than Truth, "make known to ſome one or moe of 
eaſe rather than duty, & their -oun his privie Councillors , Sheriffs, Ste- , 
things rather than the things of Chriſt: warts, Bailies, Juſtices of peace , or 


But as for us , it ſome way anſwers 
our fears, & correſponds with our jca- 
loufies ; And therefore. while- others, 
are rejoycing under-the shadow of ſuch 
abramble, we think it matter of mourn- 


Magiſtrates of Royal Burrowghs , what / 
place or places they ſet apart for theſe 
uſes, with the names of the Preachers) 
Shall be alſo proſecured with the utmoſt- 
rigor & ſeverity, that their Laws will 


ing , not becauſe we are excluded from allow. And to make all ſure, he re- 
the benefite of it, but that ſo many are quireth every one of his forefaid Offi- 
included in the guilt of it, & expoſed- cers, to whom ſuch intimation $hall 
to the curſe of it; And do look upon be made, to ſend to the Clerks of the 
it, as a ſcaſonable & neceſſary Teſti- privie Council once every moneth , the 
mony for the Cauſe of Chriſt, & the names & Sirnames of the Preachers, 
Intereſt of the Proteſtant Religion, & & thetimes & places of their Meetings. 
the Laws &- Liberties of the Country, In all this unexpeCted Clemency ( as 
all overturned & fubverted by this To- he terms it-)- not ſatisfying himſelf with 
leration , to ' keep our Meetings as. what he hath declared againſt Field 
in- former times in- the- open Fields, | Meetings, inthe forſaid Proclamations 
whether his Tyranny hath drivenus. concerning 'them , he giveth out yet 

But theſe who- are carrying on wick- another- of the datethe 18. of C | 
ed- deſigns know not” what - courſe to laſt __ ſuch Meetings, calling ſuch 
take- as moſt effeftuat for gainingtheir aſſemblies for the Worship of God, Ran- 
ends , & do change- their methods ſo devoures of Rebellion, Anthorizing all- 
oft as they change their thoughts' about Officers , Civil & Military to appre- 
the means moſt apparently ſucceſsful: hend , ſecure in firmance the perſons 
So he. hath again thought fittogive out: of ſome Miniſters, & for encouragment, 
another Proclamation of the date the” enſures themthe ſamm of 100. p. Sterl. 
fifth day of Oftober:, the foreſaid year, for each of theſe Miniſters; A-goodly 
decieting not only that all perſons, priee, where with not only they , but 
Preachers & hearers that are preſent at- their Maſter & Meſlage are prized, & 
any Mecting in the open Fields (which put-upon ſome, who ever4ince the firſt 
are their greateſt eyefore , becauſe the of theſe Proclamations have been fo 
Rights of the Crown” & Kingdom of unhappy as. to be innocent: of theſe 
Chriſt are there pleaded , aſſerted. & things laid to their charge \, (being our 
vindicated:) but alſo all diſſenting Mi- of the Kingdom, & ſo out of capacity 
niſters, who $hall take upon them*to to concur in that duty- of carrying and 
preach in houſes-, without obſerving following Chriſts ſtandart in thepreach- 
the foreſaid direQions , as-are preſcrib- ed Goſpel, indiſpenſibly required of all. 
ed by the - late. Proclamation , viz. his Confeſſors that are in it." Whach 
(thar nothing be. preached: or- taught- as it proclaims the maniteſt —_ 


of thoſe lies, wherewith the Proclund- 
tion is ſtuffed; So it may provoke all 
who are touched with zeal againſt the 
Indignities done to Chriſt , & would be 
accounted among his faithful witneſles, 
againſt the preſent Antichriſtian deſign, 
to an ambition of expoſing themſelves. 


to the reproach of ſuch lying mouths, 


the greateſt honour of the Servants of 
Chriſt. 

Having now in this delincation- of 
the foreſaid Proclamations already dif- 
covered ſomewhat of the obvious in- 
quity of the preſent deſign againſt our 
Covenanted Retormation :. We $hall 
now procced to offer our Teſtimony 
for the ſame ,. againſt the preſent at- 
temptsto ruine & zaze it. And there- 


fore in the firſt place,, Teſtifie againſt, 


the Tolcration ; And next for the obli- 
gation of our. Covenants , & the ne- 
celſity & expediency of keeping our 
Meetings in the Fields , the ſupprefſion 
of which being one of the wicked de- 
figns of the Toleration, that ſuſpends 
other Laws, but leaves all in force & 
_ vigor againſt theſe. 

ut ere we begin with the firſt of theſe, 
that we may clear the matter, prevent 
miſtakes, & preoccupy objections, we. 
muſt premit. 1. That Lawful Magi- 
ſtrats are placed in the Common-wealth 
by God, the Supreme Governour of 
the whole World, to be a terror to evil- 
doers , & a praiſe to them. that do 
well; So they rule not for men:, but 
for God, with whole is no iniquity-: 
But as Tyrants  & Uſurpers have no 
more intereſt in this:than Robbers have 
in the Authorization of rightful pro- 
prieties ; So where Magiſtrats are Law- 
ful, & afting Lewtully , they. will find 
ie their duty; to be ,@ terror to theſe 
evil doers, who are now T olerated, & 


3 praiſe to them; who are. perſecuted. , 


2. . We. cheerfully ſubſcribe to that Ar- 
ticle of our Confefſion of Faith Chap. 
33-. $4. [That Infidelity or difference 


13) 


"i Religion __ not make void the 
iſtrats ju | Authority , nor 
free the People = the due obe- 
dience to him. But we think it no 
way inconſiſtent therewith to ſay with 
N aphthali pag. 6. Prior Edit. Let the 
words be conſidered, & we are confi- 
dent, that no ſober. man will think the 
acknowledgment of juſt & legal Au- 
thority-, & due obedience a rational 
on to inter that Tyranny is there- 
y either allowed or priviledged. Fur- 
ther we grant all that is in the Con- 
feſſion, viz. Dominium non fundari in 
gratia. Yetthis we aſſert; thata Prince, 
who not only is of another Religion, but 
an ayowed enemy to, & overturner of 
the Religion liched by Law , & in- 
tending & endeavouring to introduce a 
heretical, falſe, Blaſphemous & Idolar- 
rous Religion, canclaim nojuſt &1 

Authority ; but in this caſe, the People 
may very lawfully decline his pretended 
uſurped Authority. For.th6 Infidelity or 


difference of Religion, does not make: 
void Authority , where it lawfully in-- 
veſted. with conſent of the People, &. 
without encroachment on their religious. 
& legal Liberties; Yet it may incapacitate. 
a perſon, & lawfully ſeclude him from. 
Authority , over a. Chriſtian People. 


having the reformed. Religion eſtablish- 
ed by Law, & confirm 


the Laws of the Land , which do in- 
capacite a Papiſt of all Authority, Su»: 
preme or Subordinate ; And by the Oath 
of Coronation , which obliges all Kings 
at.the reception of their Princely Au- 
thority, to make their faithtul promiſe 
to maintain the true Religion of Chriſt 
Jeſus (by which ever fince the framing 
of that Gath ,. was meant only the Pro- 
teſtant Religion) &. Shall abolish. and 
gainſtand all. falſe Religions., &. And 
conſequently muſt not ſo much as To; 
lerate Popery which . no Papiſts can 
engage, or be admitted to ſwear , ac* 

B 3 cording 


by ſolemn &: 
national Covenants, both according to- 


forbids expreſsly ta ſet a Stranger over 
us, who 1s not our Brother Deut. 17. 
15. Which includes as wel a ſtranger 
of a ſtrange Religion , as one of a 
ſtrange Country. This is not our No- 
tion- only ; It is aſſerted by DoQtor Guild: 
in his expoſition 2 Saw. F. I, 2. Obſerve 
1 ba: 194: We infer the general rulo of 
election of Magiſtrats, as well in re- 
gard of his qualities, & form ofeleQion 
as of the end, wherefore he is to be 
elected. As for his qualities x He 
maſt not be a ſtrangerin birth , much leſs 
in Religion, but-muaſt be of a conjunRion 
natural! & ſpiritual with them whom 


he governeth, otherwiſe there can be- 
no ſympathie nor ſymbolizing between- 


them. 2. He mult be able to govern, 
whicty is called here to lead out & in: 
Next the form: of his eleQion should 
be by-common & voluntary conſent, 
according 
State, & Oath or obligation of right 
adminiſtration, the rule whereof, should 
be the Law of God, & poſitive Con- 
ſtitutions of the realm, and laſt the end 
mould- be to: feed the People, carin 
that oy Ae ſpiritually fed 1n the 

of life, 


temporally, that they be-nor- 


ſpoyled, or bereft of their means of the 
hfe- corporal , to be their Guider , Pro- 
tecor, Father, Patron, & to have a 
regard: to all neceſſities , as the good 
Paſtor heth- to his sheep & the Father 
to- his family: Anddefore him, it is af- 
firmed by Famous Mr. Knox , whoſe 
four propoſitions , as they are to be read, 
n+ the account of his life-, before his 
Hiſtory in quarto, & proſecuted in his 
fecond: blaſt, we shall here inſert. x. It 
is not-birth only , nor propinquity of 
blood that maketh a King lawfully to 
reign, over a People Profefling Chrift 
Jeſts, -&-his Fternal verity , but in his 
cieCtion, the ordinance, which God hath 
eſtablished_in the eleion of inferiour 
Jedges muſt be obſerved: 2. No ma- 


. (1 
cording to the Word: of God,, which " 


to- the conſtitution of the- 


) 

nifeſt Idolater, nor Bogonous txansgreÞ 
ſor of 'Gods, Holy precepts , ovght, tg 
be promoted to any. publick Regiment, 
honour or dignity, inany realm, Pro- 
Vince or City, that hath ſabjeRed them» 
ſelves to Chriſt Jeſus, & his bleſſed 
Evangel: 3. Neither can Oath or pror 
miſe bind any ſuch People, to obey & 
maintain T'yrants againſt God,. & his. 
Truth known. 4. But if rashly. they 
have promoted any manifeſt wicked 
perſon, or yet ignorantly have choſen 
ſuch an one, as after declareth bimſel6 
unworthy of regiment abqve the Per 
ple of God (& ſuch be» all Idolaters 
& cruel perſecuters) moſt juſtly may 
the ſame men depoſe & punish him, 
that unadviſedly before they did-nomi- 
nate, appoint & elect. And beſides we 
are to remember, the practice of theſe 
venerable divines, that penned that cx- 
cellent Confeflion, how avowedly 
they # ron & proſecuted , & ani- 
mated & encouraged the Parliament to 
an oppoſition to the then King, abuſing 
his Authority to the detriment of Re- 
ligion & Liberty , & to the obſtruttion 
of Reformation : And the declared prin- 
ciple of the general. aſſembly of this 
Church , when they refuſed-to concur 
in that unlawful engagement, for re- 
ſtoring of Charles the firſt till ſecurity 
were had- by ſolemn, Oath under- his 
hand & ſeal. That he should for him- 
felf & Succeſſors, give his Afﬀent to all 
AQts & Bilts, for 'enzoyning: Presbyte- 
rian Government, & never make op- 
poſition to it, nor endeavour-,; any. 
change thereof July ult. 1648. ſeſs.21. 
And when they retuſed to admit Char- 
tes the- ſecond''to the exerciſe oft his 
power, except he should take the Co- 
venant, as it is to be ſeen; in- their ſea» 
ſonable & neceſſary warning / faly 27: 
feſs. 27. 1649. And in the Ac of the 
Weſt-Kirk Auguſt 13. 1650. wherein 
they-declare that they will not onne 
him- nor his Inrereff?, ! otherwayes has 

WI 


with a ſubordination tv God, '& {> far 


as he ounes '& profecutes the Cauſe of 


God & diſclaims his & his Fathers op» 
poſition to the Work of God, &10-the 
Covenant. By all theſe it is evident, 
that our renowned Reformers , were 
not men of ſuch a principle, as that 
People were bound toounc, obey, & 
maintain a T'ytunt againſt. God , & his 
Truth: And'that neither the Authors 
of our Cotifeffion of -Faith in England, 


nor owners thereof in Scotland , did . 


ever underſtand that Article ſb, as that 
a Malignant enemy to our Covenanted 
Reformation, let be an Idolaterous he- 
retical Enemy to'the Chriftiat Religion, 
could be capable of bearing rule , or 
owned'to be a Ruler over the Lords 
People in Britain & Ireland : And that 
could ground the intire Loyaltie ſuper- 
ſtructed upon it by the Citizens & In- 
habirants of Edinburgh & Cannongate , 
that give ont themſelves to be of the 
Presbyterian on, & profeſſed 

them mM their Addreſs to the perſon 

Governtnent of ſuch an one, #5 the 
Duke of York. 3. It is the right and 
duty of Magiſtrats to uſe an impera- 
trve , cotreive & cumulative power 
about Church matters, in commanding 
Miniſters 'to do their miniſterial du- 


ties , preſcribed unto them , by their 
only & Maſter Chriſt ; In reſtrain- 
itng Idolatry, Superſtition , error and 


ProphanneB ; In giving the Ambaſla- 
dours of Chrift their proteQion , and 
adde their Tivil ſanQion to juſt & law- 
ful Ecclefiaſtick decrees. And it is the 
duty of Miniſters , to Jon unto the 
Magiſtrate all the foreſaid power, and 
to be thankful ro God , & grateful to 
them, for the benefite of the right exer- 
ciſe of it. And to pray for them, that 
we may lead aquiet & peaceable lhfe in 
all Godlineſs & honeſty. Burt for uſur- 
pers to affame to themſelves a Sove- 


= Anthority, prerogative Royal and 
abfolute power, to ranverſe their Con- 
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ſtitations, Tolerate Idotatry , G&eallow 


Meecicgs for Goſpel Ordintances only” 
with re 


igions to perſons who may 
preach , places where they may preach, 
& matter what they shall preach , can- 
not be allowed by any , who:dare net 
have a hand in 'betraying the Church 
& yeelding to all fuch encroachments 
vn her Li _ And to pray _ = 
proſperity of TL yrants, that we | 
ee aniry our Religion & Liberry, & 
a wicked thing. 4. It is indeed thehon- 
our of Kings & happineſs of People;, 
to have true Humane & Chriſtian Li- 
berty,eſtabhShedin the common wealth, 
that is, Liberty of perſons from ſlave» 
ry, Liberty of priviledges from Tyran- 
ny, & of Contcience _— 
Impoſitions of men, conſitting m a free- 
dom from the Do&rines , T raditions 
or the Cotnmandments of men , againſt 
or beſide the bforek CL _ 
enjoyment of Go $ in 
purity & power, &@ in the free obſer- 
vance & eſtablicghment of all his Infti- 


 tutions of DoQrine, Worship, Difci- 


pline & Govertiment , in ſubordination 
to the only rule of conſcience, the re- 
vealed will of its only rs jeſus 
Chriſt. When this is ratified asaright, 
by the SanRion of approven Authori- 
oY & countenanced & encou as 
eligion, by the confirmation of Laws, 
approving whatſoever is commanded 
by the God of Heaven, tobe done fot 
the Houſe of the. God of Heaven 
(which is the full amount of all'Ma- 
giftrats Authority ) then weare obliged 
to accept of it , with all thankful ac- 
ceptation : But ſuch a Liberty, as over- 
turns our Rights, our Priviledges, our 
Religion, & Tolerats it only under the 
notion of a crime , & Indemnifes' it 
under the notion of a fault to be par- 
doned, & allowes the exerciſe thereof 
only in part, ſo & ſo modified, cannot 
be accepted by any to whom the re- 
proach thereof is a burden, IA 
© 


(1 
the reproaches of Chriſt, are in eſteem, 
in ſuch a day, when even the hoofs of 
Chriſts Intereſt, buried in bondage, are 


to be contended for. What Liberty 
this may be to ſome Conſciences. It 
15 none-to the tender, according to the 
.rule of Conſcience. F. It is certain a 
; yr e ought to reſtore, what right 
'Or Liberty , he hath robbed from the 
Church, if it be the ſame Liberty re- 
Nored, that was taken away. Yea we 
concede , if a —_— shall grant a 
ſimple permiſſion & Liberty to the Mi- 
niſters of the Church , to exerciſe all 
the parts of -their Office without any 
encroachment upon any kind of power 
ſeated in Churches Iudicatories , & ha- 
___ ſinful tendency, Miniſters may 
lawfully improve it, for the advance- 
ment of the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt: 
But this is fo far from being the ſame 
that was taken away , that no part of 
at 15 reſtored as it was: robbed , but fo 
. defaced & depraved with Antichriſtian 
& Tyrannical Modifications , that none 
that adhere to Scotlands Reformation, 
can receive it, .as apart of that Liber- 
ty wherewith Chriſt had made them 
free. 6. Asit is Miniſters duty , by ver- 
te of thejr Commiſſion & Charge from 
Chriſt, to exerciſe all the parts of their 
Office fully & freely , whither Magi- 
ſtrats+will or not; of we might have 
Liberty ſo to exerciſe our function ina 
freedom from civil reſtraints we would 
my take & improve it. Yea as 
we abhore the continued perſecution 
againſt us, not ſo much tor the wrongs 
we ſuſtain by it, as forthe wickednels 
thereof ; So we deteſt the extending 
of it againſt any for Religion or Con- 
ſcience ſake , or the offering violence 
to any mans Conſcience , 
ſenſe could allow that principle , which 
he would make the world believe to be 
his, who now ſeeks to withdraw all 
Conſciences from the trwe & only Rule 
of it, that jt ought not to be violented 


£4 | 
or (( ast is ſaid in the English Decla- 


in a ſafe - 


ration ) forced in matters of meer Religion; 
or that invincible nece{ſity , ought not to be 
uſed againſt any man on the account of his 
pars. 20, If his conſtant encroachments 
upon our lives, Laws and Liberties, 
& all our Intereſts as men & Chriſti- 
ans, beſides the known bloody Tenets 
of Papiſts, did not manifeſt the impu- 
dence of this lying pretence, and if it 
were not notour, that even lince this 
pretended Liberty , many have been ba- 
nished , impriſoned & purſued, meerly 
tor Conſcience ſake. And it muſt be 
great blindneſs not tv- ſee;, & great 
boldneſs willingly to witick at that 
double faced equivocation, in matters 
of meer Religion, or uſing invincible 
neceſſity ; By - which he can elude 
when he pleaſes all theſe flattering pro- 
miſes of tenderneſs , by: excepting at 
the moſt neceſlary & indiſpenſible du- 
ties , if either they be ſuch , wherein 
any other Intereſt is concerned , beſide 
meer Religion or if the troubles ſuf: 
tained thereupon ; be not altogether 
invincible necefſities. Hence the plain 
falshood & doubleneſs of his aſſertions, 
as to what is paſt, may give ground to 
conclude his intended perfidie in pro- 
miſes of what is tuture. Butto accept of 
a Liberty clogged with encroachments 
upon the Liberties of Chritts free King- 
dom ., or either tormdlly or interpre- 
tatively , direaly or indireQly to give 
way to a Tolcration of Idolatrous or 
falſe wayes of worship , is odious to 
all that know the rule of Conſcience : 
Tho Conſcience 1s not to be forced 
either to Religion or Irrehgion ; And 
Religion is not to be propogated by 
force , yet the open efforts & overt-ads, 
& propagation of gy, » Arhciſin, 
Idolatry , Blaſphemy , &c. ought to be 
reſtrained by force, & every perſon pre- 
tending to Conſcience conſtrained to 
ive outward reſpe& to the Lawgiver, 
rule of Conſcience. And what Li- 
berty 


berty is either intended, or does natiy- 
ely tend to Tolerate what is dshonous 


rable to God os Wwe tO. Con- 
ſcience, cannoy be embraced by any who 
are tender in keeping a Conſcience void 
of offence towards God & nian. 

Theſe things premutted. We come 
in the next place to declare our Teſti- 
mony agaiult the Toleration. And this 
we Shall do, both as it is ſimply and 
complexely conſidered. 

Firſt conſidering it ſimply , we cannot 
but _ againlt it. . 

I. regard that it doth palpably 
croſs & contradict the will of God , 
revealed in the Scriptures of -T ruth, 
Gen. 35 1,2, 3,4 E xod. 23- 31, 32, 33+ 
Exod. 34. 12,13, 14, 15. Det. 7. 2-0. 
25, 26. Deut. 13. 6, 12. &c. Fork. 22. 10, 
L2. Fork: 23.11, 12, 13. Fudg. 2. 1. 2,3. 
I Saw. 3. 13, 14. 1 King- 18.40. 2 King. 
9. 22. -2 Chron. IF. 15, £6: Pal, 101. 
throughout. Prov. 20. 8. Cant. 2. 15. 
E xek, 43: 7, 8. Zech. 13. 2, 3,4. Fobn 2. 
£5, 16. Rom. 13, 3,4# Reve). 2. 2. 14, 20. 
Pron. 1.7. 16, 

2. The Commiſſioners of the Ge- 
neral Afdembly did plainly & fully 
witneſs againſt the T oleration that was 
' ia the bud Anno 1649. . And the reve- 
xend Aflembly of divines at Weſt 
minſter, have in the Larger Cate- 
chiſme, in the expoſition of the ſecond 
Commandment, reckoned the Tolerati- 
on of falſe Religion , amongſt the fins 
forbidden thercin. And in the Con- 
feflion of Faith Chap. 20. $..4. Aferted 
that ſuch opinions or practices as are 
contrary to the light of nature', or the 
known principles of Cult, or de- 
ftructive tothe external peace & Order 


which Chriſt -bath eftabliched in the 
Church , they may be proceeded againit, 
by the Cenſures of the Church, & by 
the power of the civil Magiltrate. And 
Chap. 23. $ 3- "That it is the Magiſtrats 
duty totake care, that the I ruth of God 
be kept pure &intire, that all blaſphemie 


r7 Ke 
& herefies be ſupprefſed , all corrypuong 


and abuſes in worship and dilcipline, 
prevented or refarmed, & all the ordi- 
nances of God, duely ſettled , adimi- 
niftred & abſerved. 

3- In regard that a Toleration is 
utterly repagnent unto & inconſiſtent 
with the indiſpenſible Oath of God in 
the National Covenant very expreGly 
condemning it , & more particularlie the 
ſolema league & Covenant. It is nat 
the way to maintain ( nay cannot can- 
fiſt with maintaining ) Retqrmation , ta 
carry 00.4 Uniformity to extirpate here- 
fie, ſupe:(titioa, ſchiſine,, profanneſs. 
and whatſoever is contrary to ſound 
Dodrine,, & the power ot Godlineſs; 
To free qur Souls from the guilt of 
others mens fins, to make the Lord 
one, & his Name one ; All which we are 
engaged & ſwory unto. in the prefence 
of Almighty God., the ſearcher of. all 
hearts, =s 2. true intent to performeg 
the fame, as we Shall anſwer at the 
great day , when the ſecrets of all hearts 
Shall be diſcloſed, 

4 In regard of the fad & ſinful c& 
fects , that it produceth ſuch as the 
growth & increaſe of hereſfie, ſuperſti- 
tion and. error , the prophaning the 
Lords day , the con t & 
looſe of Church diſcipline, the ſubver- 
ſion of Souls, the offence ofthe Godly 
& Faithful. In ſtead of Reformation , 
Deformation ; Inſtead of the pawer of 
Godlmeſs, vain Jangling ; Inſtead of 
love, bittey heart vacpinge jcalouſies; 
Inſtcad of union,ſehiſme & diviſon; And 
in(tead of peace , contention & ſtrife ; 
Inſtead of Government and , Order, 
Anarchy & Confuſion, as.it is elegantly 
held forth: & evidenced by the Miniſters 
of Perth & Fife in their forecited Tex 
{tumony pag, 31. The General Aſemb 
of aur Church in- their Declaration 
Exhoctation to their Brethren in Eng- 
land , ſay, what is Liberty of Con; 
ſciense., but Liberty of error , ſcandah, 

C ſchiſme 


Fhiſme, herefic, dichonour of God, 
oppoſing the Trath , hindering Refor- 
mation, & ſeducing others. And the 
Miniſters of the County Palatine of 
Lancaſter in their harmonious Teſti- 
mony againſt Toleration ſubſcribed by 
them March. 7. 1647. do fittly adde that 
a Toleration is the puting a Sword into 
2 mad mans hand, a cup of Poiſon in 
to the hand of a child, a letting looſe 
of mad 'men with fire brands in their 
hands, an appointing a City of refuge in 
mens Conſarences for the Devil to flee 
to, a laying of the (tumbling block before 
the blind, a'proclaiming Liberty to the 
Wolves to come mmto Chrifts told to 
1 ee his Lambs ; A Toleration 
of Soul-murther ( the greateſt Murther 
of all other) and for the eſtablish- 
ing whereof damned Souls in, Hell, 
would accurſe men on carth : Could it 
be id cron for tender Conſciences , 
to e away all Conſcience; If 
evil be ſaffered it will not fuffer good ; 
If error 'be not kept under, it will 
be Superiour. In fine , let any read 
Mr. Durham in his excellent Treatiſe 
of ſcandal, ' particularly part. 3. Chap. 
2. pag. 146. 147. And 7 will ſee 
how: he holdeth forth the Toleration, 
& ſuffering of error to be a thing moſt 
hateful in its ſelf , moſt hurtful in its 
conſequences', & moſt diſpleaſing to 
Chriſt : For if error, ( ſaith he) be 
ſuch an evil; that thwarteth. 1. Both 
with Gods Holineſs & Truth: And 2. 
That hazardeth fo many Souls ( for 
never a plague- hatf ſo deſtroyed the 
face of the viſible Church nor carried 
fo many Souls te Hell as error hath 
done) then the ſuffering of it, cannot 
but be hateful to him ,- who Loveth his 
Church. 3. There is no way, whereby the 
Devit reproacheth Ordinances , & the 
word, more than by this,by turning them 
to the quite contrary end , as if he would 
| oot the Lord in his oun - bow 
{ which is abominable to mentio®) & 
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invert his oun means, & turn his oun 
weapons upon him, & ſuffering of this 
is a conniving at his deſign. 4. There 
is no way by which the Devil may ſo get 
in on Chriſts Servants to ſeduce them, as 
by this, as in the Epiſtle*to Thyatira 
is clear. And can there danger come 
fo nigh Chriſt & he notdiſpleaſed with 
what ftrengtheneth their ſnares. 5. This 
doth equal, yeainſome reſpet& prefer 
the Devil to him ſo far as jn us lieth , & 
ſo' cannot but provoke his jealouſie; *. 
For, ſo the Devil hath Liberty to vent 
his Lies with Truth equally ; And there 
_— Lies , though there be bur 
one I ruth he hath by this moe doors 
opened to: him than the Goſpel hath. 
6. This doth make even the Truth, 


Ordinances and Religion it ſelf to be 


thought light of ; When all theſe have 
toleration, it is on the matter a proclaim- 
ing an Indifferency to be in theſe things 
than which nothing can. more refle&t 
on the jealous God , whoin his Word 
putteth ſuch a difterence-, & sheweth 
ſuch deteſtation at indifferency. 7. This 
bringeth hudge confuſions on the 
Church. For 1. If theſe errors & cor- 
rupt teachers prevail, they carry Souls 
after them & deſtroy them, & ought 
that to be thought light of? 2. If the 
prevail not, yet they croſs , afflit & 
offend them, & ſo prove a ſnare and 
burden to them , of whom the Lord 
is tender. $. Toleration doth'cither ac- 
count hitle of error, as being no hurt- 
ful thing, & ſo there can be noeſteem 
of Truth; or it doth account little of 
the deſtruction of Souls ; both which 
muſt be abominable. 9. Error doth not 
only break Gods Law , but doth teach 
others to do ſo ; &ſuflemgg thereof mult 
be a maintaining of te&Fers to trans- 
greſſion & Rebellion againſt the Lord. : 
Next we witneſs againſt this preſent 
Toleration complexly conſidered. And 
that we do EEE 
I. la reſpe& of the Granter, con- 
| fidered 


fidered either as to his mora[s, or Re- 
ligion, or Relation, he is to all con- 

ering men, a perſon of that character, 
whoſe gdainties are not to be deſired, 
& that when he ſpeaketh is not to be 
believed , for there are ſeven abomi- 
nations in his heart, Prev. 26. 25. His 
Plots & praQiices in his known acceſſion 
to the burning of Londen 1666. In the 
Popish Plot diſcovered 1678. In the 
Murder of the Earl of Eſſex, do give 
ſome ſwatch and ſpecimen ofhis former 
craft & cruelty, & of 'what further he 
may be ſuſpected to intend as meri- 
torious to atone for ſuch villanies, to 
wit the Exterpation of the Proteſtant 
Religion, than which in the eſteem of 
Papiſts nothing can be more meritori- 
ous. And for which he hath deſerved 
to forefeit all truſt with men of know- 
ledg or Conſcience; he is known of all 
to be an Excommunicat Papilt, and a 
ſworn votarie & vyaſlal of Antichriſt, 
& enrolled in the Societie of Jeſuites, 
and therefore being in his principles pro- 
feſſedly treacherous, yea obliged to be 
both treacherous & truculent by that 
Religion , he cannor? be truſted in the 
leiſt concerns , let be thoſe of ſuch 
momentuous conſequence, without a 
ſtupid abandoning of Conſcience , rea- 
ſon & experience ; When .both that 
known principle, that no Faith is to be 
kept to Hereticks , eſpouſed by all Papilſts, 

oes to them juſtify all their lying difſi- 
mulations, equivocations & treacheries 
imaginable; And that. Lateran canon, 
that enjoyns Kings to deftroy & extirpate 
Hereticks under the pain of excommunication, 
does oblige him to be cruel to Prote- 
ſtants , by. him eſteemed, to be ſuch. 
Beſides that ings relation he cannot 
be looked uport, as a rightful or righte- 
ous Magiſtrate, by any that underſtands 
& conſiders the Inſtitution , Conlſti- 
tution , Characters & Boundaries of that 
Sacred Ordinance, & knowes by what 
dreadful & deteſiable means he uſurped 


(19) 
"that place , who can ſay a confederacy 


unto, make transaQion with, or take 
any ſecurity from ſuch a Granter, that 
expeQts the benefite of the Lords San- 
Qtuary I/ai. 8. 12. 13. If it was the 
Schechemites fin & shame to ſtrengthen 
a naughty <Abimeleth & (trengthen them- 
ſelves under the shadow of his pro- 
tection Fadg. 9. 9. Much more mult it 
be to take proteQion for Religion, as 
well as peace froma man of cruelty and 
treachery. 

2. In reſpe& of its defign : which 
he himſelf expreſſeth to be to unite the 
hearts of his ſubjeQs to him in loyalty, 
& t6 their Nerghbours in Love : Which 
ts to encline & induce them by flatterie 
to lawleſs loyalty, & a ſtupide con- 
tented ſlavery, & make them aCtively 
cooperate, in ſerripg up , & ſetling his 
Tyrannie in the indiſturbed poſlſeffion 
of all his uſurpation ; And to incor- 
porate them with Babylon; For , who 
are the Neighbours , he would have 
them unite with in Love , butthe Pa- 
piſts, againſt whom all the Lovers of 
Chriſt , muſt profeſs irreconcilible En-- 
mity. Butin the ſenſe & ſentiments of 
all ſound & zealous Proteſtants; The 
deſign of the Work & Worker is to 
get unto himſelf an acknowledgment 
of his blaſphemous abſolutneſs, and to 
advance it over all Laws, in a way, 
which will be beſt acquieſced in by the 
People trill he be ſo ſtrengthened mit, 
that he fears no control ; To. get all 
the Accepters one way or other to 
operate with him in his Popish and 
bloody ends. To get ourpenal Laws 
againſt the SubjeAs and Promoters of 
Antichriſts Kingdom with the leſs con- 
tradition ſtoped and diſabled which 
by this eſteemed gratious Grant , and 
grateful Acceptance of it , he hath 
already effectuated. And now by the 
ſame meaſures he is encouraged to 
atchieve the total reſcinding and repeal- 
ing of them. In the mean time his 

C2 drift 


drift is very viſible , and palpable to 
increaſe differences , diviſions & animo- 
fities amongſt Proteſtants to hyre theſe 
Presbyterians, whomn he calleth more 
moderate to commend his Clemency, 
while he is exerciſing it , i pillaging 
plundering , hunting , apprehending , 
ſtigmatizing , banishing & killing other 
Conſcientious Non-conformifts ; To 
ſtop the mouths of Proteſtants with this 
morſe! of Liberty , while: he is filling 
all the places of power & truſt, with 
men, devoted to his way , by taking 
of the penal Laws , ditabling them, 
& then when all power is inthe hands 
of bloody Papilts , none $hall dare to 
mutter, againſt the ſetting up of the 
publick es. And finally hedeſigns 
to infatuate the body of the Land,, & 
lall them aſleep, by this intoxicating 
Opium, or at leiſt to lay them by frum 
all oppoſition: , till he undermine and 
overturn the Proteſtant Religion , and 
tablish Popetie & Slavery , which he 
wtends either to accomplish by theſe 
ſmooth flatteries, by peace to overturn 
Truth, and by getting the Laws againft 
the Popish repealled, to make way for 
reſcinding theſe for the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion : Or rehdering them ſecure , as 
the Zidonians , who dwelt careleſlly , 
to make his bloody Maſlacring attempts 
npon the whole body, & what he 1n- 
tends to do with the whole , if they 
come not the full length of Comply- 
ance , may be ſeen in his outragious 
beginings with the Weſt of Scotland , 
the old of his malice which as ſome- 
times he hath expreſſed bis defire , fo 
now it ſeems. he deſigns to make a 
Hunting-field. We my ſee through 
the Tragical Hiſtory of former ages, 
what wicked and hellish deſign the men 
of his charaQter have had , in their Prote- 
frations and Proclamations of pretend- 
ed favour. It is kwon how Julan the 


Apoftate amongſt other devices he uſed 
to root out Chriltianity , gave aTole- 
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ration openly to all the different Pro- 
fefſions , that were among Chriſtians, 
whereof there were many Hereticaſin 
thoſe dayes : And he commenced this 
curſed contrivance , by calling home 
the Orthodox Bishops , whom Con- 
ſtantius banished, that the Church might 
be embroiled by a civil war of Con- 
tention among themſelves, as Sozomen 
obſerves lib. 5. And in the mean time 
conniving at, & encouraging the law-' 
leſs outrages of barbarous heathens 
againſt them, which they thought they 
were well enough Authorized,in know- 
ing it would pleaſe the Emperour, 
which was an unwritten Law to them, 
which afterwards was followed with a. 
more open faced & declared war againſt 
all that profeſſed Chriſt ; which 1s ex- 
atly aped by Fames the Apoſtate now 
for the ſame end. So the Maſſacre of 
Paris was carried on with the Kings 
Marrying his Siſter to the King of 
Navar , a famous Proteſtant Prince, 
& with many publick.& ſolemn Prote- 
ſtations & Declarations of favour to 
the Proteſtant Church ,, while in the 
mean time , they were plotting & con- 
ſpiring how to Maſlacre them all, 
whereunto he was inſtigate by Fezebel 
his Wife, though he was forward 
enough himſelf, his genius leading him 
that way, & which was carried on by 
the Duke of Guiſe, as the main leader 
of theſe Murderers , who ſtill cried out 
( which was all the Law & reaſon he 
uſed, for a__ theſe bloody Ruf- 
fians to that hellish outrage) Courage 
my Fellowes this is the Kings command , It 
is his expreſs will © pleaſure. And after 
butcherig the famous Coligni , they 
weut thorow the ſtreets ( at the toling 
of the Royal bell, which was the ſign 
of that horride perpetration ) killing all 
Proteſtants, without diſtinQion of age, 
ſexe or quality, ſo that in the ſpace of 
twe houts or there about, ten thouſand 
were cruelly put to death in that — 
e 


The like villiany was committed 
thorow the reſt of France, & the car- 
rying on of the preſent & almoſt nnpa- 
ralelled perſecution there, with the Ty- 
ranny & Treachery of that Bigot Ar- 
bitrarian after ſb many Laws & Edicts 
ſeemingly ſecuring the Proteſtants 
againſt all fears, may let us fee, -what 
may beexpetted of thoſe Princes, who 
devout themſelves to the luſt & rage of 
Popish Orders, thefe locuſts come out 
of the botromleſs pit. We have alſo 
a recent” inſtance of the cruelty and 
Treacherie of that fiery litle Tyger the 
Duke of Savoy, againſt ſome of the 
relifts of the old Waldenſes inthe val- 
tey of Piedmont, who after ſome rut- 
fles received , promiſed unto them the 
enjoyment of their Religious & civ1l 
Liberties, if they would lay down their 
Armes; But after had got them ſpoyled 
of their outward defence , he catched 
many thouſands of them , killing them in 
Priſons with hunger & cold. And as the 
Duke of York doth affe& much the 
abſolutneſs ofthe French Monarch, ſo 
we may expe& no better of him ( what 
ever he promiſe ( who can do & undo, 
by vertue of his declared Prerogative, 
being as abſolute over promiſes as over 
Laws ) and however many do extol 
him as a Gratious Prince ) then that he 
Shall trace. the ſteps of his falſehood, 
ereachery , cruelty & Romish Zeal; 
That ſo we may have an Inſtance of 
Babylons deceit & rage acted in Brittain 
& Ireland , which may make other In- 
ſtances , not to be Remembered. They 
arc blind who do not ſee, & ſtupid who 
have not the ſenſe of the dreadtulneſs of 
theſe deligns of this Tolerator, which he 
thinks to accomplish by this Toleration, 
unto which it is very ſubſervient & which 
cannot be counteracted , but very much 
ſtregthened by this acceptance of nt. 

3. In reſpe& of its Fountain, from 
whence it flowes, & is given forth, a 
deſpotical & Arbitrarian Domination , 
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——_ ſurmoamting the hight of 
Ottoman Tyranny. It proceeds from & is 
refounded on the Leviathan of Sove- 
raign Authority, Prerogative Royal & 
abſolute power, which all are to obey 
without reſerve. Which is a power 
looſed from, & above all Laws, only 
regulable by the Royal luſt, which can- 
not -be owned , by any, who know 
what Religion or Liberty is, being con- 
trary , to nature, contrary to the ends 
of all Government, the Glory of God, 
& the good of humane Societies, man-- 
cipating all-the Intereſts of mankind to 
the luſt of one impowered to deſtroy 
all, againſt the exorbirancy whereof. 
AO means arc left to prevent its obſtruQ- 
ing all the fountains of Juſtice , and- 
turning all into anarchy & conifution ,. 
inconſiſtent with any ſecurity , People 
can have, either of Religion or Safety, 
& 1o cannotbe the. ordinance of God , 
nor the perſon aſſuming it , his Miniſter: 

for good ; A Lawleſs power maki 

all Laws-void, needleſs & uſtleſs, 
ſo Tyrannical in .Aﬀu ſignato, claiming 
a power Fure to Tyrannize when he 
leaſes; A power deſtructive to the 
eoples Liberties , under which the 
People cannot be ſecured in the poſſeſ- 
lion of any thing they have in the world; 
A power n_— e incommunicable 
prerogative of the Univerſal King , who 
only is abſolute, whoſe Glory is to have 
his will, for the Rule of his power. 
P/al. 115. 3- Epbeſ. 1. 11. Iſai. 46. 10. 
A power expreſſly condemned as Ty- 
ranny in Scripture. Dar. F. 19, 20.- 
«Ames. 6. 12,13. Which in a word can- 
not be*better named. nor repreſented 
under a better notion, than that which 
the famous & faithful Mr. Andrew Mel- 
vin Calls-it , The bloody gullie of ab- 
ſolute power , as he inveighs againſt ir, 
in the aſſembly 1582. T his is the foun-- 
tain & foundation of this Toleration, - 
by which indeed, the name & common 
profeſſion of the Proteſtant Religion, 
C3 may - 


may be for a time ſuffered precariouſly 
durante beneplacito donatoris, untill his plea-. 
ſure Shall be to command the eſtablish- 
ment of Popery, which then he will 
expect muſt be complied with without 
controll. But all avouched adherence 
to old Proteſtant and Presbyterian prin- 
Ciples is hereby interdicted ,»ſfo all the 
tenure, that Proteſtants have for their 
Religion, is only the arbitrary word of 
an abſolute Dominator, whoſe prin- 
Ciples oblige him to break it , & his ab- 
ſoluteneſs to diſdain to be a ſlave to it. 
Howbeit it cannot bedenyed, that the 
acceptance of this grantdeclaredly pro- 
ceeding from ſuch a power, and pro- 
teſledly requiring the acknowledgment 
of it , in the acceptance does , imply 
the recognizance of this power , that 
the Granter claims in granting it. 

4. In reſpe& of its Conveyance , & 
that is through the conduit of the moſt 
ApParent means of eſtablishing Popery, 
* & ſubverting Proteſtancy , by ſtopin 

& diſabling all theſe . penal Laws and 
Statutes enacted againſt Papiſts , & leav- 
ing in force, yea commanding to execute 
according to their rigor, all laws made a- 

inſt honeſt Presbyterians,the moſt true 

faithful Proteſtants, & ſtoping none 
of the moſt cruel ofthem, but emittin 
more & more barbarous EdiQs = 
them; For the moſt cruel, are ſuch as 
are made againſt Field-meetings , which 
are hereby left in ful vigor , what mean 
can be more effeQual to deſtroy our 
Reformation; than to ſuſpend all Laws 
_ againſt any, that Shall attempt the utter 
ſubverſion of it, and ratifie all wicked 
AQ againſt ſuch as would moſt avow- 
edly ailert , or own the [obligation of 
all ſacred bonds to preſerveit? Hence 
as he hath preſumed by abſolute power 
to ſuſpend all Laws, made for the pro- 
tection of our Religion , ſo by the ſame, 
when he will, he may repeal all Laws 
for its eſtablichment. And theſe who 


approve the one by ſuch an acceptance, 
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cannot diſallow. the other , but moſt 
recognoſce a power in this Tolerator 
to ſubvert all Laws; And fo by ac- 
cepting this lawleſs, & Law-ſubverting 
Liberty , they make themſelves guilty 
of the palpable breach of the national 
Covenant; where the Laws are con- 
tained , which this Toleration ſuſpends; 
And dreadfully acceſſory to all the fad 
effetts of this undermining all the legal 
bulwarks of our Religion. 

5. Inreſpe& of the nature & extent 
of it. It is Toleration , which is al- 
wayes of evil, for that which is good, 
cannot be Tol/erated, under the notion 
of good, but countenanced & encour- 
aged as good. Therefore it refleQs 
upon our Religion, whena Toleration 
is accepted, which implies ſuch a re- 
proach; ſceing it is not ratified as a Right, 
nor encpuraged as a Religion, but To 
lerated under the notion of an evil to 
be ſuffered. And ſuch a Toleration as 
maks the Profeſſors of Chriſt, partners 
in the ſarne bargain with Antichriſts 
Vaſlals, & ſets up the Ark inthe place, 
& under the ſame ſconce with tagon; 
& the Devils thregholds by the Lords 
threshold ; & whereby a fſluce is open- 
ed , to let the enemy come in like a 
flood , none lifting up a Standart againſt 
them. Since it is a Toleration , not 
only of Archbishops, Bishops & Cu- 
rats , but of all Quakets and Papilts, 
reaching all Idolatrie , blaſphemie , 
Hereſie : which to accept, is contrary 
to Scripture, our Confeflion of Faith, 
& Catechiſmes, as was shewed above; 
and clearly inconſiſtent with the prin- 
ciples of the Church of Scotland , with 
the Covenants, national & ſolemy lea- 
gue, where we are bound to extirpare 
Popery , &c. Preſerve the Reformation , de- 
fend our Liberties, & ſo-never to accept 
of a Toleration in its nature & tendency 
everſive of all theſe precious Intereſts, 
we are ſworn to maintain. 

6. InreſpeR of its conditions ,” limi- 

tations 
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tations & reſtrictions, by which all the. 
kinds of power, that Chriſt hath ſeated 
in his Church 1s invaded, invalidated, 
& evacuated. ' As (1) the Dogmatick 
power, whereby Miniſters are to judge 
of Truth & Error, in point of Doctrine, 
according to the Word of God only: this 
Key is extorted out oftheir hands, for 
according to the foreſaid Proclamations, 
nothing I by the moderate 
Presbyterian Miniſters', in their To- 
lerated Meetings , that can be inter- 
preted by the Court , (according to their 
will, or their Law, for all is one) to 


have any tendency to alienate the hearts of 


the People , from this incontrollable Tyrant 
or his Government. Now by vertue of 
this condition, they may not doctrinal- 
ly diſcover unto People, the affronted 
wickedneſs of this unparalelled prero- 
gative ; They may not shew the ini- 
quitie of the Laws, nor warn of the 
evil thereof ; They. may not teſtifie 
againſt the introduction of Poperie, nor 
theſe means that give an inlet unto it; 
They may not once mention any wic- 
ked defign , *in all this courſe of a curſed 
Toleration; They may not teach the 
obligation of the Covenants ; Neither 
witneſs againſt the breaches thereof cx- 
preflly ; Nor reprove the publick ſins of 
the time ; Nor warn of the dangers 
thereof, nor exhort them againſt com- 

lyances in particular with any courſe 
eſtabliched by Law : For all this may be 
interpreted by Court Expoſitors, to have 
2-diret ky bro to alienat Peoples 
hearts from the man, & his Govern- 
ment. Accordingly Mr. Hardy is ap- 
prehended, impriſoned and proceeded 
againſt , for giving Concional Teſti- 
mony. againſt the taking off the penal 
Laws , & Statutes , which would be 
thought ,, could not have offended any. 
Proteſtant. ( 2) The DiataQtik power, 
whereby the Courts. of Chriſt are to 
decern the circumſtances of the worship 
of God, as time, plate, &c. For or- 
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der, decency , & edification, accord- 
ng to the general rules of the Word. 
This power is invaded, the Key of or- 
der is wroung out of their hands in like 
manner; For now the places of wor- 
Ship are determined in the Royal Pro- 
clamations, which muſt be made known 
to ſome of the Court Patrons on whoſe 
warrand they are tyed to depend. What 
may be the hidden deſign of this intima- 
tion we know not ; we heartily wish 
& pray, it may nct be todo with them, 
as rk with the Prieſts of Baal. In 
the mean time Fed-meetings for the 
worship of God, which have been 


_ contenanced. of the Lord, are 
ſeverely interdiQed ; whereby the Word 
of the Lord, is bound & bounded ; And 


by the accepters conſent to ſuch a mo- 
del, the bloody Laws againſt preach- 
ing in the open Fields , where People 
have freeſt acceſs with convenience & 
Safety are juſtified ; The manner of 
meeting is alſo reſtricted to be in ſuch 
a way, as the peace and ſecurity of the 
Government, may not be endangered, 
& that they be peaceably & publickly 
held, yea it is exprefſly required in the 
Proclamation. Oddober. th. That all 
who $hall preach , by vertue of this - 
Royal Grant, at any time , or in any 
place, make intimation of their preach- 
ing, asto time & place , to ſome one or more 
of the next privie Council-Lords , which 
Shall be ſufhicient for them, during their 
abode, only : Whereby they not only 
are engaged to keep the peace with An- 
tichriſt , or his Lievtenant in all their 
Meetings, & nat only to give acceflion 
to all his. Clandeſtine Cenfores., to ob» 
ſerve. how they keep their Inſtructions; 
But formally muſt mancipate theis Mi- 
niſtry, & the freedom of its exerciſe, 
to a dependence upon the licenſe of 
his Truſtees.; Which is not only a 
formal bargaining , with the enemies 
of Truth and Godlineſs, byt a becom- 
ing their Servants , and ſo a — 

the 


Dn OUS Ser 


they continue ſdenſlaved, the faithful 
and free Servants of Chriſt, eſpecially 
conſidering how as to the matter of 
their Preaching alfo, they involve them- 
felves in fuch inconveniencies , that 
either they muſt forbear ſome part of 
the Counſel of God, and decline the 
Teſtimony of this day , or elſe expoſe 
themſelves as a prey to the luſt of ene- 
mies , who hereby have brought them 
into a hoſe-net. 3. The Critick , or 
Corrective power, which the Courts 
of Chriſts have to cenſure Delinquents 
and abſolve the Penitents , accordin 
to-the Word of God, is alfo invad 
& made void; Fot not only doth this 
Toleration robbthe Miniſters Tolerat- 
ed, and the-Accepters, conſent to be 
robbed of that power of impartial cen- 
ſuring thoſe ſcandals that are Tolerated 
thereby , & all that make themſelves 
: puilty of complying with the ſame; or 
- have been involved in finful ſcandal- 
ous complyances with wicked courſes 
formerly , ſuch as taking of ſinful Oaths, 
ſubſcribing of ſinful bonds, paying of 
ſinful exacions , & other ſcandalous 
breaches of Covenant ; Nordare theſe 
that are free of them cenfure or re- 
move from among them. their guilty 
Brethren , & ſo ſeparate the clean from 
the unclean: But alſo invads & uſurps 
this power, formally, in inveſting the 
Tolerator with Authority to Inhibite , 
& diſcharge ſome Miniſters the exerciſe 
of their office whom the ſtanding Laws 
of this Church do Authornze , and to 


allow others whom the Word of God, 


&-Conſtitutions of our Church, require 
to be laid aſfide, & ſuſpended from that 
funRion. 4. Finally , the Exouſialtick 
power of trying , ſending & Authoriz- 
ing office-bearers in the Church , is 
made uſeleſs & void by this Toleration; 
For, however an allowance is pretend- 
ed to keep afſerblies, & ſend out M1- 
giſters to anſwer the Peoples call; 
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the honour of being eſteemed , while "Neither are theſe aſſemblies lawfully 


is the worſt of Patronag 


tonftiturte of ,- nor free for all that haye 
right to fit there: Nor is their miflion 
ot —_ nor the Peoples call , of 
any ſignificancy or value , exfept inti- 
iaviond be made to this Exotick jms 
of-their names, that are to-officiate, 
under this Toleration, & they be found 
ſach as pleaſe the Court Patrons , which 
es, that ever 
burdened this Church. Hence ifa Mi- 
niſter were never fo lawfully ordained, 


never ſo blamlefs in his perſonal de- 


portment , never fo formally appropriate 
to a particular flock , he cannot exerce 
his function, in any: place, unleſs the 
next privie Councillor , Sherif, &c. 
Give their allowance. They will for- 
footh , have the Judging whether he 
be qualified or not, & it he have not 
the new conditio fine qua non , that only 
Qualification of them that are to be To- 
lerate, moderation , in the .Court ſenſe, 
which is nothing but loathſome luk- 
warmnefs in the things of Chriſt, and 
Court Loyaltic to avaſlal of Antichriſt, 
which is diſloyaltic to Chriſt , he can 
have no Liberty to exerciſe his Office. 

7. la reſpect of the manifeſt & ma- 
nifold ſcandal of it , we cannot but 
witneſs ”_ the acceptance thereof, 
ſo offenſive to the -generation of the 
_—_— fo dishonourable to God, 

iſgraceful to the Proteſtant Religion, 
& prejudicial tothe Intereſt thereot. As 
we would not be accounted unfaithful 
to Chriſt , ou betrayers of our native 

Country, & Complyers with the 
of Antichriſt, who hath al wayes miſchief 
in his heart, & intends this as @ prepara- 
tive , for inducing & enforcing all that 
are hereby lulled aſleep, either to take 
on this mark, or bear the mark of has 
fury hereafter. . Hereby forreign Chur-: 
ches may think Scotland is .now in a 
fair way of reconciliation with An» 
richriſt , when his harbcingers favours 
is. ſo. kindly accepted , and it cagnot but 
be 
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be very ſtumbling to them to ſee the 
Miniſters bf Scotland , whoſe Teſtimo- 
ny uſed to be terrible to the Popish, 
&:renowned throughall the Proteſtant 
Churches, purchaſing a Liberty to them- 
ſelves, at the rate , : of burying & be- 
traying the. Cauſe in. bondage- and re- 
ftraint, &-thus-to be'laid by. from all 
active & open oppofition to the deſigns 
of Papiſts in ſuch a ſeaſon. . Alas, 1ad 
& shameful have been the ſcandals gi- 
yen & taken, by & from the declming 
Miniſters of this Churchs heretofore, 
which. have rent and -racked the poor 
Remnant, and offended many both at 
home & abroad'; But none fo {tumbling 
as this, which to the preſent and ſuc- 
ceeding generation, will appear to be 
a ſuccumbing at length, and yeelding 
up the Cauſe, and ſurceaſfing from any 
more contending for it, a contemning 
of former wreſtlings for the ſame, tend- 
ing to harden and hearten open adver- 
ſaries in their wicked invaſions on our 
Religion , Laws & Liberties, an ſad evi- 
dence of being. weary of the Croſs of 
Chriſt , & that they would fain have caſe 
upon any\ terms, & 2 weakeningof the 
hands ; & condemniag the practice of 
theſe that ſuffer , . when others are at 
caſe. þ Preys 
Next, as we muſt teſtifie againſt the 
Accepters of this Toleration , who muſt 
be interpreted to take it , as it is given, 
and receive itas convoyed from its foun+ 
tainofabſolute power ; through itschan- 
nel of an arbitrary Law-diſabling, and 
Religion-dishonouring ' Proclamation;; 
with conſent to the finfull Impoſitions 
with which it is tendered; Againſt Jl 
which there is .no.accels:fora Proteſtz» 
tion, conſiſtent with the&improvement 
af.it,. t being granted. andaccepted on 
theſe very terms, that there shall be 
no. iProteſtation.;- For. if--there be, 


that will be found an _ alienating. of the 
bearts. of the' Subjetts from the Government, 
which by that Proclamation would ba 
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refleted vpon > Sq in apatticular man- 


ner, we mult teſtifie' againſt the «fd- 
dreſſers for it, who have formally ſaid 
a Confederacie , and - congratulated 
the Tolerator for this Toleration-, & 
all the. miſchiefs he is machinating and 
effeQuating thereby ., eſpecially. 1eeing 
they have preſumptuouſly taken-upon 
them to ſend heir Addreſles -, mn, the 
name of all Precbyterian Miniſters , we think 
it concerns all honeſt men , Zealous 
Chriſtians. and faithful Miniſters of that 
ſwaſion & denomination; in honour 
Conſcience to-:declare-to: the world 
by ſome publick Teſtimony , thavehey 
are not Conſenters to that finful, shame- 
ful and - ſcandalous confpiracy , with 
which, all will be interpreted Conſeny 
ters, that are not. Contradicters, and 
charged with the guilt of it, that doth 
not make the reſentment of it notour, 
We cannot expreſs with. what horror 
and ſorrow , our hearts were filled 
to ſee an Addreſs in the name of all 
the Presbyterian Miniſters in Scotland. 
And another from. the: Inhabitants of 
the City of:Edinburgh & Cannongate, 
who cal themſelves of the Presbyterian 
perſwaſiun -1whib having been alwaye 
torward-in a Catechreſtick loyalti, or 
ſlaverie of their tierſons & Conſciegces, 
are now ambitious , nat to behind any 
in a flattering; Profeflion of it; We fay 
we: arc filled -with. wonder, that;they 
Should atfume torthemdslycs z5the name 
of Presbytomaa Miniſters 3 andgiragut 
their Addtefles in the name ot all ,- & 
that 1t was ar their 'defire '; when as the 
contents of-it}, -arc clearly contrary ta 
Presbyrtezian principles , | by juſtifying an 
Antithriftian uforper ,. in-vhdermining 
Rageb  '& approving: th&abroggtion 
af. yer 'conf&ming 
the Laws now 'difadled ;' by thanking 
the Tolerator. for. opening a doar- td 
introduce Poperie, which weare ſworn 
to extirpate..zi-by.e to bimiia- 
tions-& -ceſtriftions ; ow exetale 
of 
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of their Miniſtric , by accepting of a 
bounded Toleration , wherein Idolaters 
and hereticks have the greateſt share , 
contrary to our Confefſion of Faith in 
the places forecited Chap. 2. 23. which, 
notwithſtanding they have inſinuate, 
that they do owne, wherein either they 
bewray great inconfiderateneſs inaCting 
ſo contrary to themſeſFes , or elſe no 
ſmall impudence, in laying claim to that 
Confeflion , which doth ſo condemn 
their way ; Theretore we teſtifie againſt 
theſe Addrefſers. x. Becauſe of the 
nd for which they Addreſs. What 
can*they alledge for this ? It is either 
for the Liberty granted to the exerciſe 
of their Miſtry or elſe the Toleration 
complexely conſidered: If the former, 
then Tuppoſe they had got a full & free 
ti it would have been,but what was 
due, & tothank a man for giving what is 
not his own ſeemeth ” I - 
eognoſcing a power to him to withho 
it; A their Liberty is loaded & 
clogged wil finful and ſcandalous con- 


awe binghh&#cr , for allfhe evils in 
the forefaid Proclamations that refpect 
their i favour , more valuable to 
they ( as ) than all earthly comforts. 
5: Becauſe of the ſinful & shamfulde+ 
ciency of the: Addrefles ,: they ſpeak 
not «'word-dgainfy the openly defigned 
Iero&@Rien of P , Ho reſentment 
of the everſion of Religrous & civil Li- 


bert reſentation ofthe wro 
Aſtana er the _graſizion of the 
two Breathe; No Proxſiation againft 
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) 
Chriſt hath ſeated in the Courts of his 
Church ; & conſequently upon his own 
incommunicable Headship : Not a 
word of the Cavenants , but they are 
paſſed over in ſilence, as if they were 
ashamed of them ; They ſay nothing of 
the Reformation , whereunto we once 
attained , & were ſolemnly engaged. 
3. Becauſe of their Lawleſs & ill:mited 
loyaltie. This is profeſſed by the fore- 
ſaid Miniſters, To his Excellent, 'To his 
Gracious , & 10 bis Sacred Majeſtic : Log- 
altie not tobe queſtioned ,. an intire Loyaltie 
in Dotrine, which is in effeR dif) Ic 
to Chriſt , in not obſerving their In- 
ſ{truQions received from him, but keep- 
ing ſilent at the wrongs done to him, 
& not declaring againſt the invaſion of 
his open enemies : A reſo.ved Loyaltie 
mn proeftice, whereof alſo the Inhabitants 
_ oC will have 

him _ - _ T_ leſs than be- 
traying Religion iberty , in lyi 
by __ any aQtive Tetimreibandor: 
poſition to the open Deſtroyer of bode 
br rms — Prayers, which we 
Shall not now infiſt upon , being to ſj 

of them — RS 
theirs , is not a Chriftias Loyaltie, or 
Profeffion of ſubjzeRion for Conſcience 
fake, to a Miniſter of God for good, 


' who's a terror to evil doers., nor a 


Presbyterian Loyaltic , to a King as it 
is quatified in the national and ſolemn 
& Covenants; Buta ſtupid ſub- 
xeQion', and abſolute: allegiance to a 
Miniſter of Antichriſt , who gives Li- 
berty to all evil men & ſeducers i A 
Loyaltie toa Tyrantin his overturni 
A 7 A and Liberties , 
peotectin encouraging al} iniqui 
4. Becaute ofheir foul ome Fury 
We need nor 'inftance' how the Mini» 
fters in their Addreſs fay, from tbe 'Zrep 
Jenſe they bave of his Majefties' gracious and 
furprizing favur , finding themſelves bound 


in duty to offer their moſt huneble © hurry 


thank v0 bis Sorneb Majeftis , - 
ng 
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being to them valuable above all carthly com- 
: And how the Inhabitants of the 


City of Edinburgh and © CX- 


preſs themſelves; We cannot find ſuitable 
expre/ſions te evidence our moſt humble and 
grateful acknowledgements of your Majeſtic 
late gracious Declaration. -T'be matter 
were leſs, if they did not ſpeak a lic, 
for they ſay they are allowed the free 
& peaceable publick exerciſe of their 
Religion. Peaceable & publick it is, 
They know not how long ; free it 
is not, for their Miniſters are bound- 
ed with finful reſtrictions as is shown 
above. And again they adde , could 
2v0- open our hearts, your Majeſtic would 
undoubtedly ſee , what deep ſenſe and true 
Zeal for your ſervice , ſo ſurprizing and 
fignal a favour hath imprinted on our ſpi- 
rits, &c. This is worſe than flattery: 
We fay we need not adduce particular 
inſtances of their Adulation, for their 
whole ftrain is a rapſodie of flatteries 
more becoming Sycophants and Court 
paraſites , than Miniſters & Profeſſors 
that give out themſelves to be of the 
Presbyterian perſwafion. 5. If the Ad- 
dreſſes were only (tufted with flatteries, 
it were leſs, but we cannot difſemble 
or conceal our horror & aſtonishment 
at ſoms exprefſions ; Which (if they 
come not near the borders of blasphe- 
mie ) are Equiyocations inconfiſten- 
with ingenuity : The Miniſters bleſs the 
Great God , who hath put this in his Royal 
heart : Which muſt either be underſtood 
in that ſenſe, where it is ſaid Reve/.17.17. 
God hath put in their hearts to give their 
Kingdom unto the beaſt ; Which they durſt 
not expreſs to him , whom they Ad- 
dreſs, neither durſt they bleſs the Lord 
for it with application tohim: And to 
fay this with ſuch a reſerved meaning, 
were odious to Proteſtants, & all ho- 
neſt men. Or if they be ingenuous 
then they bleſs God for putting it in 
his heart to projeQ all this wickednels, 
diſcovered in the cen. rendency and 
nature of this Popish T oleration ; which 
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is not far Som deghonay t2-anbatke 
Holy one, the Author of that, which 
he hath declared bis deteſtation of in 
his word. They further expreſs their 
reſolution , by the belp of God, ſo to de- 
mean themſelves , as bis Majeftie may find 
tauſe rather to inlarge than to diminich his 
Favours towards them. Which upon the 
matter is either a double Equivocation, 
or elſe it muſt be underſtood, they re- 
ſolve to demean themſelves ſo, as that 
a Zealous Papiſt shall find cauſe to 
enlarge his favours to them, and $hall 
not find any cauſe of diſpleaſure at 
them. They know what he maketh 
criminal againſt others , to wit, their 
teaching the obligation of our Cove- 


nants, the lawfulneſs of defenſive armes, - 


their. teſtifying againſt the encroach- 
ments e upon the Kingly power of 
Chriſt, & againſt the taking off the penal 
Statutes that concern Papilts, & the like 
pieces of faithfulneſs. And conſequently 
they reſolve, they $hall beas unfaithful 
and filent Miniſters, as ever pleaſed a 
Papiſt ; For if they be faithful, they 
may be aſſured , he will fnd cauſe to 
diminich his favours towards them + Now 
to purpoſe this by the help of God, 
comes very near the borders of blaſphe- 
mie. The Citizens of Edinburgh and 
Canongate , do engage 70 continue fill 
m their Prayers , for bleſſing his Perſon ©5 
Government ; And Shew by what Argu- 
ment they plead for it , to wit, ae 
by the God of Heaven, Kings reign , and 
Princes decree Fuftice. Which with ap- 
plication to the Perſon whom they Ad- 
dreſs, is abſurdly impertinent , other- 
wiſe to bring it forth as an adulatory 
equivocation, with a reſerve that they 
intend only to offer that general pro- 
poſition in Theſi, without application 
to him, inthe meantime, ing him 
believe , they aſſert the divine appro- 
bation of his Government : Or elſe it 
hath the appearance of blaſptiemie to 
extend that propoſition to-him , whigh 
they cannot do, except they turn it thus, 
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by the Lord Tyrants reign ,'& a 
decree Juſtice ; which to ſay, accord- 
ing to the Lords preceptive & appro- 
bative will, as that Scripture muſt be 
underſtood , were a blaſphemous In- 
dignitie to the Holy one, with whom 
ſuch a Throne of iniquitie can have no 
tellowship, whereof the pcſleſſors are 
ſet up, but not by him, & he diſwoneth 
them, Hof: 8. 4. 6. Becauſe the Mini- 
ſters in their Addreſs , diſowne theſe, 
who avouch an Adherence to the Co- 
venanted reformation, & avow an oppo- 
ſition to Antichriſtian uſurpers ( which 
they call ing diſloyal principles and 
prattices ) humbly beſeching the Tole- 
rator not to look upon ſuch as any of their 
conſt Jeracy. They needed not have been 
ſo ſolicitous upon this head for all that 
abide in the principles and practices of 
the Church of Scotland , (which the 

have deſerted) would count it a ln & 
ſcandal, laying them obnoxious to the 
diſpleaſure of the Holy & jealous God 
and a Shameful reproach , expoſing them 
to the contempt of all of whom the 

might expect ſympathie, to be rekone 

of their afſociation , who have thus be- 
trayed the Cauſe & the Country. 7. Be- 
cauſe of their mercenary prayers, that 
are difagreeablc to the will of God: 
The Miniſters pray for divine i//umination 
& conduB ( they durit not ſay converſion, 
for that would have reflected upon ye 
man, Either as a wicked man or a Fa- 
piſt, or both, but they warrily terme, 
tt, illumination & condu@t that he might 
interpret it, to be for light & leading 
in this Antichriſtian way of his) with 
all other bleſſings ever to attend his Perſon 
& Government ; Therefore they cannot 
pray for bringing down-the Kingdom 
of bes, ſeeing they pray ſo heartily 
for the ſupport of an eminent prope of 
it: They pray not that God , may re- 


move ſuch an abſolute Tyranny , but 
that temporal © ſpiritual Welſng! may at- 
And the Loyaliſts of Edi 


*® 


zend it. nburgh 
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& Cannongate, after their dutiful and 
faithful aſſurances, That as they had not 


' been formerly Toanting 'in praying for him 


(where we fear they are not wanting in 
flatterirfy difſimulation) for ſo refreshing 
& unexpected a favour ( ſoterme they 
the Toleration ) will much more engage 
them to offer up their deſires to God , tobleſy 
his Perſon © Government. We wonder 
whence they have the impudence to 
ſeek of God , that he would bleſs a 
Government looſfed altogether from 
his Law, and Diametrically oppofing it, 
and regulated only by the luſt ofan ar- 
bitrarian : Andatfterall, that he would 
Crown ſuch a Popish Zelot, with an- 
incorruptible Crown of Glory in Hea- 
ven. Can they be ignorant of the re- 
vealed will of God, that ſuch prayers 
do clash with it? Can they be unmind- 
ful of that, which is generally profeſ- 
ſed by Proteſtants, to wit; That # Pa- 
piſt living &© dying true to the principles of 
the Church of Rome , cannot be veg. They 
would have him tothink, that Heaven 
is to be gotten very ealily, when after 
all his tdolatry, Atheiſme , Murder, 
Tyranny and Treachery ( without any 
word of repentance ) he may attain to 
that Everlaſting Bleſſedneſs : Heaven is 
not a City for unclean things. How fuch 
prayers will find acceptance with God , 

let any who read the Scriptures Judge. 
Upon theſe conſiderations , having 
witneſſed againſt the accepting of, and 
addrefling for this Toleration , we come 
now to teſtifie againſt the ſinful & ſcan» 
dalous conjunction of that Incorpora- 
tion, which is made up of ſo ſtrange 
a mixture, ſome having embraced the 
former Indulgences; ſome having given 
bond to the Council not to preach, for 
an indefinite,or a lopger or Shorter time: 
Some having ordinarly heard & com- 
municatcd with the curats ; ſome having 
come under ſinful bonds & Oaths to the 
perſecuting adverfaries, repugnant to the 
Oath of our Covenants ; And others 
Of 


of them , n_—_ ow on in ſundry 
other ſteps of detection , & in no ſmall 
contradiction to Chriſts more faithful 
Sufferers & Wuneſles; Admitting alſo 
ſome to the charge of ruling elders 
amongſt them, who had habitually 
complyed with prelacy , & had born 
the name of that office under the Cu- 
rats and all this without any reſent- 
ment of ſuch horrid courſes that the 
World can hear of : And ſo they are 
a corrupt mixture of all ſorts of Com- 
pliers, & Suffers theſe who have gone 
on in dreadful Apoſtacie , and ſworn 
the wicked Oaths , even the Teſt it 
ſelf, to preſent their Children, to the 
Sacrament of Baptiſme , without any 
profeſſion of repentance. Now like- 
wayes , they muſt according to the 
Royal Proclamation have one common 
purſe with the Curats , by caſting in 
their Baptiſme & Marriage money to- 
gether, like that in the Proverbs Chap. 
I. 14. Caſt in thy lot among us , let us all 
bave one purſe; But who would regard 
the will of the*Lord muſt regard what 
followes v. 15. My ſon walk not thow in 
the Tay with them , refrain thy feet from 
their path. This contederacie of theirs, 
is as the conſpiring of the Prophets in 
the midſt of Jeruſalem, like a roaring 
Lyon ravening the prey , Ezek. 22. 25. 
Can ſuch a work be of God, and can 
it ſtand, which hath ſuch a foundation, 
ſuch a ſuperſtruture , ſuch meaſures 
& ſuch workers *? We muſt in like- 
manner teſtifie againſt the Conſtitution 
of their Eccleſiaſtick Meetings, to wit, 
their Presbytries, Synods & Aſſemblies ; 
In regard that they are made up of ſuch 
a corrupt mixture of members , who 
(for the moſt part) by the Word of 
God, & decrees of our Church , would 
be ſuſpended, if not depoſed from their 
office, & brought in as delinquents to 
undergo cenſure, & not as conſtituent 
members of a Judicatory ; In regard 
that the Accepters of this Toleration , 
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hold their miniſtry upon a dependence 
upon the courts of men; And in regard 
that they carry on a courſe of defection 
contrary to the Scriptures, our Cove- 
nants, & the Acts & Conſtitutions of 
this Church, And further wegteſtifie 
againſt all that they may conclude that 
may be any way prejudicial to our Re- 
formation , or corroberating to this 
courſe of Apoſtacy. And plainly pro- 
teſts that whatſoever determinations , 
AQts or Commiſſions that shall be given 
by them , may not be interpreted as 
binding to the Church of Scotland. 

But now to put an end to this ſad & 
deplorable declamation , which we can 
ſay with ſome ſingleneſs of heart, that 
only Zeal for our Maſters Glory, Love 
to our Brethren involved jn ſuch a ſad 
ſnare, and the exoneration of our own 
Conſciences, hath extorted from us , 
having no acceſs in any other way to 
acquite our ſelyes in our duty to them : 
We muſt ſubjoyne a ſorrowful},” but 
neceſſary conſequential inference; a 
thereupon ſabſume that we cannot 
avoid, but are conſtrained in Conſcience 
to warn all the Zealous and faithful 
Lovers of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
are defireous to confeſs Chriſt before 
men, & to be liſted among his called, 
choſen & faithful Followers , who mit 
ſide themſelves for him now, in adher- 
ing to his Standart when the enemie is 
coming in like a flood, and the war is 
declared between Chriſt and Antichriſt, 
as they would not be involved in.this 
confederaey, and fo forefeit the hope 
of his ſanCtuary, in a day when he js 
a ſtone of ſtumbling and a rock of of- 
fence to both the Houſes of Iſrael, 
and ſo many are fallen, broken, ſnar- 
ed and taken, and as they would not 
be found acceſſory to \, nor guilty of 
the innumerable evils that are either 
implied in, ordo natively follow upon 
this new way,to come out from among, 
diſcuuntenance and withdraw from the 
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Promotters , Abetters of , Carriers, 
on, Concurrers with this courſe of de- 
fettion, we mean the Addreſlers for , 
and Accepters of this Toleration, whoſe 
iniquity we have endezyoured in ſome 
meaſug here to diſcover. We abhore 
that principle that we are invidiouſly 
calumniated with, of caſting off the Mi- 
niſtrie, or diſowning all the Miniſters 
of the Church of Scotland : We hope 
all arenot, and $hall not be fo far left 
in this hour of tentation, ſo to abandon 
the Word of the Lords patience as 
thus to —_ and forgo the hitherto 
continued Teſtimony for the Cove- 
nanted Reformation , by embracing a 
Toleration ſo plainly ang palpably ever- 
ſive thereof ; And doubt not bnt there 
are ſome of our dear and Reverend 
Brethren who dare not concur in this 
Couſpiracy , who both mourn in ſecret, 
and are willing to witneſs their diſlike 
at the fins and ſcandals of this courſe, 
as they find occaſion , whom only Miſin- 
formation by the indyſtry of our Tra- 
ducers does demur from concurring in 
this Teſtimony : Burt as for our declin- 
ing Brethren, involved in the guilt of 
this defetion, though we reſpe& and 
reverence them in the Lord , as our 
beloved Brethren, yet out of Love to 
them, and to the Souls of the People, 
whom they and we muſt anſwer for; 
we cannot but witneſs againſt them, 
& obteſt them in the Bowels of Chriſt, 
to relinquish this Courſe , or other- 
wiſe we muſt warn all that would be 
free of the ſin of it , and eſcape the 
Judgements , where with it is like to 
be purſued , to diſcountenance them , 
"while they continue in it. 1. Becauſe 
by" this bargain and Confederacy with 
the Tolerator , in the acceptance of 
this his Antichriſtian Toleration , re- 
ceiving upon certain conditions what 
he:gives, complying with what he de- 
mands, obeying what he commands, 
relying on what he promiſes , and ac- 
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quieſing m what he offers upon the 
very terms that he offers it, ( which is 
a formal eonfederacy ) they become in 
the exerciſe of their Miniſtry the Ser- 
vants of men , and bound to pleaſe 
them ; whereby they forefeit the honour 
of the free Servants of Chriſt Gal. 1. 10. 
And —_ the holding of the freedom 
of their Miniſtry with Changelinga, of 
which ſort it is not good to meddle, 
Prov. 24-21. Mr. Durhamiin adigrefſion 
of hearing Miniſters Reve!. Chap. 1. 
pag. 55. im quarto: Shews that by pal- 
+ defection from the Truth and 
Commiſſion given to Miniſters in their 
call, they may forefeit their Commiſ- 
ſion , and ſo no more are to be account- 
ed Ambaſſadours to Chriſt or Watch- 
men of his Flock , than a Watchman 
of the City is to be accounted an ob- 
ſerver, when he hath made publick de- 
fettion to the enemy , and taken on 
with him. Secing then they have made 
ſuch a palpable defe&ion' from the 
Truth , as is evidenced above, and 
from the Commiſſion Chriſt hath given 
them , they ſo far take on with the 
enemy as to Addreſs him, and accept 
of his favours, with a ceflation of the 
war, they Should maintain againſt An- 


tichriſt ,they muſt be looked upon i” 1a 


tum, pro tempore, as having Fure forefeit- 
ed the wonted refpe& due to Chrilts 
faithful Ambaſſadours while they con- 
tinue in that defeQtion. 2. Becauſe they 
cannot be ſubmitted to , without con- 
ſenting to the great encroachements, 
made upon Both the Priviledges of this 
Church and Liberties of this Kingdom ; 
For they are fixed in fach and ſuch 
places by 2 warrand from Councillors, 
Sherifs, &c. And othersare diſcharged, 
they are Authorized to preach there , by 
a power encroaching on the Privi- 
ledges of the Church , and uſurping 
the freedom of their Miniſtry. 3. Be- 
cauſe while they are nnder this pres» 
tended Liberty , not only|muſt they 


” 
a7. eos 9. AC aa. 
GE 


keep + 


SS 


keep Truth in bondage, not daring to 
declare the ſins , ſnares , duties and 
dangers. of. the times faithfully , but 
People are in hazard of being pervert- 
ed trom ſome parts of our Covenanted 
Reformation, by the Loyaltie of their 
doQrine and prayers, ſavouring more 
of ſinful complyance with , and flat- 
tering of wicked men, than of Loyalty 
to; or Zeal for Chriſt as King ; And 
while in the application of their do- 
erine , they condemn ſuch eſſential 
parts of the preſent Teſtimony, as are 
the known and received principles of 
the Church of Scotland, in her beſt & 
pureſt times ; And in the mean time 
recede, and juſtify their recefſion from 
their former way of preaching & pray- 
ing formerly, who uſed to preach up 
the Reformation , and the obligation 
of the Covenants , and cry againſt the 
fins of the time , and eſpecially the 
heaven-daring uſurpations ofthe Court ; 
And uſed to ug againſt the Throne 
of Iniquity, the Kingdom and Seat of 
the beaſt, and all that gave their power 
to the beaſt , to ſupport that tottering 
Kingdom : But now People muſt ex- 
pe& another ſtrain in their doQtrine, 
and anqther ſtyle in their prayers, ſince 
they received this hyre of Liberty, 
who to the fad ſtumbling of many, 
and obſervation of all are found to have 
an apparent tincture of Mercenarineſs, 
while in ſtead of joyning with the in- 
ceſlant cry of all the elec for venge- 
ance againſt Bahylon, & the deſtruQtion 
of the whore , they pray for all ble(- 
fGngs upon the Perſon and Government 
of achief Pimpofhers, who knows but 
ere long, by ſuch prayers People may 
be induced to. ſuch a remunting of their 
Zeal againſt Popery, as to think it to- 
lerable to pray tor the Pope , as well 
as for a Popish Tyrant. By fuch do- 
Qrine and prayers they may be cauſed 


to erre from the words of knowledge, 
and ta zeccive that inſtruction that Se, 
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mon bids us ceaſe to hear Prov. 19. 27. 
Sure it hath a tendency to cauſe divi- 
ſions & offences contrary to the do- 
Arine, which we have learned , and 
therefore ſuch as cauſe them, are tobe 
marked and avoided , Row. 16. 17. 
4. Becauſe as there are many terrible 
Charges and Adjurations laid upon Mi- 
niſters, in reference to a faithful dili- 
gence in their Miniſterial funQtion, & 
a ſuitable Teſtimony concerning the 
ſin and duty of the time , as is well 
obſerved by the Iudicious Author of 
ReQtius Inſtruendum Confut. 3. Dial. 
Chap. pag.21. So for their negligence & 
unfaithfulneſs herein , there are many 
Scripture woes and threatenings thund- 
ered againſt them, and the People for 
adhering to them, 1/as. 9. 16. 1/ai. 43. 
2.7, 28. Ferem. 14. 15, 16. Ferem. 23. 14, 
16. Lam. 4- 13: Eck. 3. 18. Exek. 13. 
IO, II, 14, 15S, 22. Ezek. 22:25. to the 
end. And therefore as People would 
not be partakers of the Judgement with 
which this Toleration will be purſued, 
we muſt warn them to beware of ad- 
hering to thoſe who are palpably un- 
faithful, in not witnefling againſt ,, but 
juſtifying the fins of this courſe. 5. Be- 
cauſe Communion with them in theſe 
circumſtances, will infer a participation 
of their fin , being a Commygion in 
Sacred things , which makes the par- 
takers of the bread to be one body, 
I Cor. 10. 17, 20. And an unequally 
yoked fellowship to be ſeparated from, 
2 Cx. 6.14, 17. Since itis ſuch aCom- 
munion as in the preſent circumſtances 
is interpreted to be a Tellera of incor- 
poration with them , and ſign of ap- 
probation of them in this new way of 
theirs. 6. Becauſe of the ſcandal in 


countenancing them in this way , i 


would be foreborn , not only with re- 
ſpe& to theſr own Contciences who 
1oyne not with them , but of others 
allo, giving non offence, neither to the 
Jewes, nor Gentiles , nor tothe C_ 
. (9 
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of God, 1 Cr. 10. 28. &. Maſter Dur- 
ham in the forecited diſgrefſion, gnakes 
that a reaſon of forbearing joyning with 
ſome, that it carries offence along with 
it , in reference to the party joyned 
with, 1t proves a ſtrengthening & con- 
firming of him, and ſo a partaking of 
his ſin; Inreference to others, it either 
ſtrengthens them by that example , to 
caſt themſelves in that ſnare, or it 
grieves them and makes them ſad , who 
are tender of ſuch things , and makes 
all difference of that kind to be thonght 
light of, Since then inthe Toleration 
it ſelf, addrefling for it, and accepting 
of it, there is ſuch a maniteſt ſcandal , 
there muſt alſo be a manitold offence 
in countenancing thoſe ; that are ſo 
Tolerated and conſent thereunto, it 
ſtrengthens and confirms them , it 
ſtrengthens others to incorporate with 
them, and weakens the hands of theſe 
that witnels againſt it. 7. Becauſe our 
duty to themſelves yea our greateſt of- 
fice of Love, we owe to them in or- 
der to their convittion , does oblige 
us to withdraw from them to shame 
them out of their ſin ; and not ſuffer 
it upon them, eſpecially becauſe they 
are Brethren, 1 Cor. 5.11. That walke 
diſorderly againſt & without the order of 
their office, & the order ofthe Church. 
Qui quod fui eft ordinis atque officii non fa- 
ciunt, © facientes turbant : 2 Theſſ. 3. 6-14- 
We plead not here for ſchiſme or fin- 
fut ſeparation ; only we apply to this 

reſent Caſe, the conſtant doctrine of 
Predbyterians ; Wherefore we $hall 
here fubjoyne ſome plain Quotations 
onr of their Writtings, Mr: Rutherfoord- 
m his Duc Right of Presbyteries , pag. 
253:&c. Diftinguishes a ſeparation from: 
the Church', in her worſt and moſt 
part , and a ſeparation from the belt 
and leaſt part, and pag. 25S. when the 
greateſt part of a Church makes defe- 
tion, the lefler part remaining ſound, 
the greateſt part of the Church are ſe-. 


paratiſts. Truth is like life, that "r& 
tireth from the manieſt members , in- 
to the heart in caſe of danger. So it 
is the major part, that hath made de- 
fection which are to be accounted ſe- 
paratiſts, and not ſuch who ſtand to 
their principles, th0 they cannot com- 
ply or joyn with the corrupt majority. 
Apolog. Relat. SeQt. 14. pag: 291. ſaith, 
there may be a lawful withdrawing , 
where the ordinances and Miniſtry are 
not caſt at, fo long as Peopledoes not 
caſt at the Ordinances, butare willing 
to run many Myles to enjoy them; 
Nor caſt at the Church, as no Charch 
(th6 they ſadly fear that God $hall be 
provoked by that dreadful defeQtion, 
to give her a bill of devorce) norat the 
Miſtry, for they love theſe that ſtand 
to their principles dearly, and are moſt 
willing to hear them either in publick 
or private. The Graye Author of 
Rectius Inſtruendum Confut. 3. Dial. 
Chap. 1. pag. 7. &c. Allows that every 
ſeparation 1s not ſchiſme , even from 
the Church which hath eſſentials, yea 
and more than eflentials, if it befrom 
thoſe tho never ſo many ,. who are 
drawing back, from any piece of duty 
and integrity attained , for this is ſtill 
to be held faſt according to many Scrip- 
ture Commands. Next he fayes, If 
we ſeparate in that, which a national 
Church hath commanded us as her: 
members to diſowne by her ſtanding 
Acts and Authority while theſe: frony 
whom we ſeparate, own that corgup- 
tion. He aſſerts there likewayes, there 
is a lawful forbearance of Union and 
Complyance with Backſliders -in -that- 
whicty 1s of its ſelf ſinful or indudive 
to-it , Which is far from ſeparation 
ſtrictly taken, the commands ot abſtain- 
ing from all appearance of evil , and 
hating the garments ſpotted with the 
flesh , do clearely include this. He adds 
many things will. warraat- ſeparation 
from ſach @ particular-Miniſteror:eo0g+ 


gregation 
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gregation which will not warrant ſe- 
aration from a Church national, nor 
infer it. Laſtly he ſayes there is a com- 
manded withdrawing from perſons and 
ſocieties, even in worship : the precepts 
Rom. 16.17. 2 Cor. 6. 17. Prov. 19. 20. 
«AFR. 2.40. will clearly import this by 
conſequence. Surely the Miniſters and 
Profeſſors adhering to her reformation, 
mult be the true, Church of Scotland th6 
the leſſer number. Theſe Souldiers who 
keep the Generals order, are the true 
members, not the deſerters of the ſame. 
In the next place, conſidering how 
our Covenants are lighted , the obliga- 
tion-of them forgotten, and they like to 
be buried in oblivion; We Judge weare 
neceſlarly called to ſpeak a word of our 
Covenants national & ſolemn League, 
deſiring to bleſs the Lord, who pur itin 
the hearts ofhis People to engage them- 
felves to enter into Holy Covenants 
unto his Holy Majeſtie , and one to 
another in ſubordination to him, in or- 
der to theſe things, that concern I ruth 
righteouſneſs & Holineſs. And we do 
teſtifie our cordial approbation of, and 
real adherence unto theſe memorable 
engagements, for we are perfwaded in 
our minds, that it is the duty of People 
& Nations , who profeſles the name of 
the Lord, to enter into Covenant with 
him. It is the firſt & great CBmmand- 
ment, that we should have no other 
Gods before him, Exod. 20. 3, And that 
we do his Statutes & Judgements, &to 
avouch the Lord to be our God, & to 
walk in his wayes, & to keep his Statuts 
& Commandments, & his Judgments, & 
to hearken unto his voice, Deut. 26. 16, 
17. And whereof we have many notable 
precedents inthe Book of God, of enter- 
ing into, & renewing the Covenant of 
Ifracl by Moſcs, Demi. 29. by Torhua C hap. 
24.by «A/a.2.Chron. 1 5.by Hezekiah. 2Chron 
' 29.by Toſiah. 2 Chron. 34-by Ezra Chap.10. 
by Nehem. Chap. 9..35. Chap. 10. 29. And 
we are allo no leſs convinced in our 


Conſciences, that the obligation of our 
Covenants is perpetual & bindiog u 

poſterity : And to confirm this, we $hall 
adde theſe few conſiderations. Theſe 
engagements are national promiſes, 
laying in pledge the publick Faith. Cer- 
tainly that promiſe of the Jewish nobles 
& rulers, not to exact uſury of their Bre- 
thren , would have brought their poſte- 
rity , under the curſe if they should have 
done it, Nehem. 5.12, 13. They are na- 
tional yowes , whereby they devoted 
themſelves, & their poſterity to be the 
Lords People. Facobs vow at Bethel, 
that the Lord chould be his God, Gen. 28.21. 
did oblige all his poſterity virtually com- 
prehended in him, he found him at Bethel, 
and there he = with us , faith Hoſea ma- 
ny hundred years after Chap. 12. 4. So 
the Rechabites were bound to obſerve 
the vow of their Fore-father Fonadab. 
They are national Oaths , & theſe do 
oblige poſterity, Foſeph took an Oath of 
the Children of [frael to carry up'his 
bones to Canaan, Ger. Fo. 25: which 
the poſterity going forth of Egypt in 
after-ages , found themſelves {traitly 
ſworn to obſerve, Exzd. 3o. 19. And 
accordingly burred them 1n Shechem, 
Fork. 24. 32. They are national Cove- 
nants, wherein King, Farliament and 
People do Covenant with each other 
to performe their ſeveral & reſpeQtive 
duties , as to Religion and Liberty: 
Theſe oblige the poſterity , as Iſracls' 
Covenant with the Gibeonites, Forh. 9. 
IF, 19. for the breach whereot many 
ages after the poſterity was plagued, 
2 Sam. 21. 1. I hey are national atreſta- 
tions of God ,yas witneſs for the per- 
petuity as well as fidelity thereof. Such 
are theſe Covenants wherein the name 
of God is invocated'as witneſs , and ſo 
they are called the Lords Covenants, 
as that which Zedekiah brake, & where- 
fore the Lord punished him. Ezek,27. 
They are national 'Covenants made 


with God as party —— , Which 


- none 
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-none can diſpenſe with ; Such were the 


. hational Covenants of the Lords People 


renewed by Forhua, Aſa , Feborhaphat , 
Hegekiab TY Ezra ; NebeTo They 
are for the matter national Covenants 
about things moral objeCtively obliging 
and ſo perpetual, Ferem. 50. 5. They are 
for their ends, which may be all ſummed 
up 1n this, preſervation of Religion and 
Liberty inviolably,becauſe theſe ends are 
conſtantly to be purſued. They are na- 
tional adjurations,under the pain of a na- 
tional curſe, which doth make the po- 
ſterity that break them obnoxious. They 
are for their Legality national Laws, be- 
ing ſolemnly Ratified by Parliament, & 
by the King, and made the foundation 
of their compact with him, at his inau- 
guration, whereby they became among 
the /eges Regnandi. They are national Co- 
venaants ofan hereditary nature, like that 
of Iſrael, Dew. 29. 14, 15. Which did 
oblige, not only the preſent but the ab- 
fent , and conſequently the poſterity. 

ow conſidering theſe things , concern- 
ing the —__ of our Covenants, the 
ejoiccing that was at the Oaths of God, 
when they were taken, the fingular ma- 
nifeſtations of his ſpirit at that ime, and 
his teſtifying in his Works of provi- 
dence, his approbation of what his Peo- 
le did in theſc things, according to his 
ord, by his going forth with his Peo- 
ple & their Armies and making the ene- 
mies to fall before them. e cannot 
but profeſs the ſorrow of our hearts, & 
teſtifie the abhorrence of our Souls, 
againſt all the breaches, injuries or af- 
fronts that have been, or are offered or 
dohe to our Covenants national and ſo- 
lemal ; which now (Alas ) are like 
to bedef iſed & buried in forgetfulneſs: 
Ven now they are not only na- 
tionally broken but burnt , and the own- 
ang of « han; declared criminal, by an 


A& of Queeusberries Parliament which 


.amakes it a caſe of confeſſion to aſlert 
their obligation , ; particularly we teſtific 


(34) 


againſt the ſinful, shameful, & fear» 
dalous defeQtion of many Miniſters in 
this point, by their laying by theſe Sa- 
cred Covenants, forbearing ( under this 
Toleration) to preach plainly the obli- 
gation of them, todiſcover particularly 
the breaches of them ; and to mention 
them in the engagments , which they re- 
quire of Parents, when they preſent 
their Children to Baptiſme. TT hGo at firſt 
publication of the foreſaid AQ of Parlia- 
ment, many of them did privately preach 
againſt it, when thexe were notic to chal- 
lenge it, but being expoſed to the Court 
cenſores, in their publick and peaceable 
Mectings, they are ſubmiſſively ſilent. 
We find the __— & breaking of 
the Covenant of the Lord, lieth under 
molt heavy threatenings , & hath been 
punished with moſt tor Judgements , 
Levit. 16. 25, 16, 17. Deut. 29. 14-1F, 
I9, 21. 1KAing. 9.8, 9. Ferem. 22. 8,9. 
Zech. 5. 3, 4. Mal. 3. 5. We cannot flight 
that which the Minilters of the County 
Palatine of Lancaſter, in their harmo- 
nious Teſtimony againſt Toleration (of 
which we have jo before) do ſay in 
the like caſe, it we $hall now caſt b 
the Covenant. after we have reaped ſo 
much fruit & benefite by it, who knowes, 
but we may be forced to take it up again 
to ſave aur Lives. 

In the laſt place, Becauſe Field- 
Meetings for Goſpel ordinances , diſ- 
penſed in freedom and faithfulneſs , 
which the Lord hath often ſignally own- 
ed & countenanced to the conviction 
of many, inthe converſion, confirma- 
tion, edification, & conſolation of ma- 
ny poor Souls, are now by wicked and 
ſanguinary Laws ( left ſtill inforce, 
when the righteous Laws againſt Pa- 
piſts are ſuſpended) interdiQted and dul- 
charged under * pain of death : There- 
fore we mult teſtifie our abhorence of 
this cruelty, when others are filent 
at it; And ſignific alſo our reaſons of 
endeayouring to maintain theſe inter- 
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in the preſent circumftances , to be as 
publick or more than ever in our Teſti- 
mony for the preached Gofpel , even 
in the open Fields. We grant that under 


- the Evangelical diſpenſation , there is 


no place more Sacred. than another, to 
which the worsbip of God is aftricted ; 
And that when we are perſecuted in one 
place, we may flee into another; And 
that if a Magiſtrate should prohibite one 
place & leave all otherfree, we would 
not ſtrive for a ſpot; If we were only 
excluded out of one place, and not in- 
cluded & reftricted to other ue , nor 
otherwiſe robbed of the Churches pri- 
viledges. But this is not our caſe, for 
we are interdicted of all places, and have 
to do with one, from whom we can 
take no orders to determine our Meet- 
It is not then theplace of Fields 

br houſes which we contend for., Nor 
is it that which he mainly oppoſes, but 
it is the freedom of the Goſpel faith- 
fully preached, that we are ſeeking to 
ote and improve, & he ſeeking to 
ſuppreſs; And therefore as an enemy to 
the matter & objeQ of theſe Religious 
exerciſes , which are the eye-ſore of An- 
tichriſt, he proſecuts with ſuch fury and 
force, vigor and rage, cruelty and craft , 
the manner & circumſtances thereof, 
But for the expediency, and neceffitie 
of our continuing to keep up our Meet- 
ings in Fields , in our circumſtances, 
we offer theſe reaſons. 1. It is necef- 
fary .at all times that Chriſtians 'should 
meet together for Goſpel ordinances , 
whether the Magiftrare will or not, 
the Authority .of God, their neceſlity, 
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in al) caſes ;. If then there muſt be ſuch 
Meetings, for fuch ends , then when 
they cannot meet within doors , with 
—— and ſafety , they muſt do 
it without ; If they cannot get the Goſpel 
in houſes, they muſt have it wherever 
they can , with the freedom & favour 
of God coſt what it will. 2. theſe Meet- 


1ngs muſt be as publick as may be with 


CONVeniency and prudence, eſpecially 
in an evil-time when wickednels is en- 
couraged, and a witneſs for Truth ſup- 
relſed. Then the Meetings of the Lords 
cople, that endeavours to keep clean 
garments , Should be more frequent, 
publick & avowed. For (1) Then the 
call of God, by his Word & Works is 
more clamant , for publick & ſolemn 
humilitation, in order to avert immi- 
nent Judgements & impendent ſtroaks 
from God, Zeph. 2. 1,2, 3. Fod.2.15,. 
16. 1 Sam. 7. 2,6. The way. that the 
Scriptures points out to evite & avert 
publick Judgements is to make our re- 
ſeatment of theſe indignities done to 
our God, our mourning over them, & 
our witneſs againſt them, as publick as 
the ſins ate, atleaſt as publick as we can 
make it, by 4 -publick pleading for Truth , 
Iſai. 59. 4. a publick ſtcking of Truth , Fer. 
5. I. ax avowed valour for the Truth upon the 
carth , Ferem. 9. 3. a making up the hedge, © 
ftanding in the gape , Exch. 22. 30. A pub» 
lick pleading with our Mother , Hof. 2-2. 
Theſe things cannot be done in private, 
but by way of Teſtimony. (2) The na- 
ture and end of Meeting for Goſpel 
ordinances is for a publick Teſtimony 
for Chriſt , againſt all ſin , and every 
dischonour done to the Son of God, 
the preached Goſpel being not only the 
Teſtimony of Chriſt,” but a Teſtimony 
for Chriſt, P/a/m 122. 4. Math. 24. 14. 
Revel. 6.9. Revel. 12. 11. Where ever 
then the Goſpel is preached , it muſt 
be a Teſtimony , but it cannot be a 
eltumony , except it be as publick as 
5 ON can 
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Wo 
ing to bring forth as a W 
io go forth out of the » and to dwel-in the 
Field , and that which will prompt to bear men out 
in this publick work, muſl be a publick ſpirit, aim- 
meer leſs than Chriſtzpublick glory, the Churches 
pabli good, the Saints publick comfore , a publick 
concern fot a'l Chriſts intereſts, a publick ſymphachie 
with all Chrifts Friends, and a publick declared op- 
polition to all Chriſts enemies, which where it is, 
will pat his Zealous Lovers & , Vorariestaa publick 
appearance for him , and avowed ſeeking of him. 
Cant. 3.7%, 4- Cant. 5, 7. Pal. 132 5,6..(4) The 
Priviews of the Goſpel to have it 1n\freedorm, puritie 
power & plentie, is the publick concern of all the 
Lords People prefetrableto all ocher Intereſts, and 
therefoce more publick)y , perewprtorly and zealouſly 
ro-be cont for.» than any other lncereſt whar- 
foever: And therefore we mult reſolve, they hall 
ſooner bereave us of our hearts blood , than of the 
in freedom & purity, but we cannot contend 
ickly for itif our Meetings be noc publick. (5) 
e narure & buſineſs of the Goſpel Miniſtcie is 
—_—_— it obliges them thar exerciſe it to eadea- 
vour ail. 


ſer che Trumpet ro the Mouth , 
» ceftain'foan4 - not in fecret , for that will aor 
Harm the People\, but inche moſt pablick manner 
chey cati fiave acceſs ; Theuefoce ſeeing Megtings muſt 
be at publick as th-y can be, That they bein 
fafery will not permit » to usto go tothe ſtreers 
or mercat places, neicher ſafety nor prudence will ad- 
mit, what can wedo then, bus go tothe Fields. 3. 
Keeping of Field Meetings nuW is nor only moſt con- 
vepient for reftifying , bur a very fignificant Teſtimo» 
ay injefelf (1): Againft cheTopizh Toleration : Rea 
for-and Religion.bock will, coockade that this is 50 be 
witneſſed againl by all:rbat will adbete,co the Caule 
of Reformativn thereby overrurned , and reſolye to 
fands in the gape againlt Poperie , to be intro- 
duced , and wi'l approve theniſe}ves booelt Parripts, 
in d:fending che, Low ODE o__ oy. 
| -_ 1 
ey ee edient ic, £0 ie/thefts Mhero rhe 
meyting is wichout its Cgvert , '& interdiQed by the 
fame Proclamation that tenders it ; And Where the 
very gathering in ſuch a place,is a Teſtimony againſt ic; 
For to preach in houſes _ & _ GE 
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manner of it , .i8 diſcharged we have 
with freedom 8& (afery , ina wayof publick Tenge 
ny ; Which can be none other'in our circumſtances ; bur 
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in the Fields. (3) It isa Teſtimony for the headghip, 
honour & princely prerogative of » Which hath 
born Beers Wark es eps (OS 


and by an unparalelled i encroached 
ufurpers tn our day;fince in theſe meetings there 
ticular Declaration at our ho Miniry, 
exerciſe thereof from Chriſt dons, without an 
pendence on, ſubordination to, or licenſe 
uſurping enemies, and tharwe may and will preach i 
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